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This “book” was assembled at the request of Melanie. She wanted me to help her “tell her story” so that
others might not make the same mistakes she made and make the good choice she eventually made.

One of her “good choices” was shortly after we met and she decided to subscribe to a publication I write.
She stayed on our mailing list and that is partly how we stayed in contact over the years from her being in
my freshman Statistics class at Elon University until she called me several years later and said, “I want
what you have...” Then she made the ultimate good choice that changed her eternity.

You can go to our web site, www.CrimsonWhite.org, and (a) find an Acrobat (. Pdf) free download of
this book, (b) read about the “Crimson & White Connection” publication and several years of back issues
to see the kind of stuff we write, and (c) a few other articles stored there.

If you find the “Crimson & White Connection” interesting, it’s free to subscribe. We send either hard
copy by “snail-mail” or will email you a pdf file. (Several pastors and Youth Leaders get the email
version, print it, and make copies to distribute. I’ve had a few pastors tell me they have used my stuff in
their sermons.

A “subscription form” is on the next page. You can fill in and send it, mail me a note with the
information, or email me the information. (If you are under 18, we ask that a parent or guardian sign the
form, too, approving your subscription. — We often talk about morals, values issues, sex, relationships,
alcohol, etc., etc.; “hard issues.”)

We hope to hear from you.

“Crimson & White Connection” is one part of Crimson & White Ministries. Crimson
& White Ministries is an IRS certified 501c3 tax exempt ministry that accepts donations that are then tax
deductible. We welcome your partnering with us in our work to spread the Gospel.

C&WC started with 37 college students on a mailing list in the Summer of 1998. That quickly grew to
over 200. Students now number just under a hundred. Adults of all ages read the C&WC now. Now in
2014, we print and distribute over 800 hard copies and close to 100 go by email as far as Australia,
Sweden, Brazil, Mozambique, and a couple more countries. Our latest expansion started with 1 prison
inmate 7 years ago and now we place 250 copies in prisons in 17 states.
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If you’d like to be on our mail/prayer list, and have the Crimson & White Connection mailed free to you, fill this out
and mail it to:
4401 Wild Oak Lane, Greensboro, NC 27406-8306
*** or email to Rdymmel@AOL.com ***
Under 18 requires a parental approval SIGNATURE* please.
U No thank you, remove my name
U Please send ONE SAMPLE ISSUE to evaluate
To subscribe, check “Yes’ below and fill in completely.
O Yes, Please send me the C&WC (signature)
U Check here to get the C&WC by email attachment and not by snail-mail.
*Under 18? Parental permission* :
(We occasionally do “straight talk” about hard issues like sex, drugs, alcohol, dating, ...)

I’ve read the issue, send the next one, please.

Please tell us how you found out about the C&WC.

Name

Home address

City, St. ZIP

Phone _( )

Home e-mail address
Birthdate

Are you a student?

School:

___intheFallor __ now, | am in (what grade/year) ...
7 8 9 10 11 12 HSgrad. F S J S Col.grad. GrdSch PostGrSch

‘at-school’ address, if different, and you’d like it mailed there during the school year

City, St. ZIP
Phone _( )

School e-mail address
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This is the simple “plan of salvation” from the Bible; the way to God and eternal life in Heaven. Jesus
said (John 14:6, no matter what translation you look in, the verb may change from cometh, to doth come,
comes, get to, but the message is the same) “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me.” There is no other “religion or way or path to God. You can’t “make up your own
religion.”

It’s simple, but it’s not easy. The hard part is that He accepts you just like you are, but then He wants to
change you into something so much better, and He asks that you — the “S” — submit to His plans and goals
of a better life for you.

n°°‘°°ng,“,gno"‘°°ngu0°‘°°ng,",gu°°‘°°ugn°°‘°°ug,”,gu°°‘°°ug
Becoming a Christian: A-B-C’s

A — Admit that you’re a sinner. You just can’t meet God’s standard. The Bible says, “All have sinned
and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 (also see 1 John 1:8).

B — Believe that Jesus was the Son of God and died in your place, took the punishment for you. The
Bible says, “For God so loved the world (that includes you) that he gave His only begotten son (that’s
Jesus) that whosoever (that’s you again) believes in Him should not perish (that’s saved from eternal
death, Hell) but have eternal life (given eternal life with God, that’s “salvation” or to “be saved”).” John
3:16

C — Confess your sin to God. — The Bible says, “If we confess (own up to) our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and cleans us...” 1John 1:9.

S — Submit yourself to His commands and control, and Serve Him.

Want Jesus in your life? Pray this prayer: ““Lord Jesus, | confess to You my sin and need to be saved. |
turn away from my old sin and place my trust and faith in You as the only way to be saved and go to
Heaven.”” Now contact your pastor, or contact us at 1-336-674-7564, and say, “I just asked Jesus to be my
Lord.”
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An introduction

Someone once said, ‘Here’s a scary thought: What if the purpose of your life is to be a warning to
others?” — Melanie expressed a desire to “write a book” or something that might warn people of
following her “example,” going down the road, making the choices she did.

I believe Melanie would have wanted to tell you two messages from her life...

She said to me in December of 2012, while lying in a hospital bed, “I could be the “‘poster child’ for
what not to do in college. - Don’t do drugs and don’t do alcohol.” — Both of those contributed to killing
her at age 29.

The second message | believe she would have told you is, ‘I finally came to understand that a
necessity for life and the future is to accept Jesus and try to follow Him as best as I can. You need to do
that, too, if you are to join me in Heaven. Want a place to start? | liked reading the stories in the
Egermeier’s Bible Story Book. It’s an easy read of the stories in the Bible. Dr.D. had given me a two
copies of that book over the years.’

Primarily, three of the men in Melanie’s life will tell her story here.

Roy Manley is her dad.

Chris McKibben is her friend and then fiancé during her last three years.

Rich Dymmel was her Math professor her freshman year at Elon University, 2002. — | am “Dr.D.” as
Melanie and a lot of students called me. It was my idea for us to write Melanie’s story. | am the
“moderator” assembling this. Well, actually it was first Melanie’s idea; she wanted to tell her story as a
warning to others. Less than 12 hours before she ended up overdosing and lost consciousness, we talked
about writing “her story” using voice recognition on my laptop, we wouldn’t have to “write,” just talk to
the computer. “That would be cool! 1’d like to try that,” she said. We are now trying to follow through on
writing her story.
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Subject: Encouraging Words: Your Daily Devotion
Date: 12/5/2013
From: newsletter@lists.christianitytoday.com

Today's Verse

"But he rescues the poor from trouble
and increases their families like flocks of

sheep.

The godly will see these things and be glad,
while the wicked are struck silent.

Those who are wise will take all this to heart;
they will see in our history the faithful love of

the LORD."

Psalm 107:41-43

Encouragement for Today

Different kinds of distress are mentioned earlier
in this psalm: being caught in circumstances (vv.
4-9); becoming prisoners of one's own rebellion
(vv. 10-12); falling victim to natural disasters
(vv. 23-32). Yet all were delivered when they
cried out to the Lord. And the purpose of their
deliverance was to praise God and publicly
proclaim his goodness and power (vv. 8, 15, 21—
22, 31-32). Can you see biblical history — and
your own — in light of the faithful love of the
Lord? What might happen if you shared some of
these things with others?

—Diane Eble, author of Abundant Gifts: A
Daybook of Grace-Filled Devotions

... The middle verses mentioned in the comment:
“becoming prisoners of one's own rebellion (vv.
10-12)” -- made me think of people with
addictions of drugs, alcohol, selfishness, money,
whatever. They become trapped, “prisoners.”

I remember a community college graduation
speaker several years ago... He spoke of how he
had gained wealth, power, as he rose to the top
of the corporation; all his kids drove Mercedes
cars, big houses... Then he told how his wife had
divorced him, his kids won’t talk to him... he
had wealth, but he was broke in terms of
relationships with people that mattered.

Psalm 107:10-12 (NKJV):
Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow

of death,

Bound in affliction and irons—

Because they rebelled against the words of
God,

And despised the counsel of the Most High,

Therefore He brought down their heart with
labor;

They fell down, and there was none to help.

Power, wealth... maybe more obvious
“prisons” are things like drugs and alcohol. The
end results are often not seen by many. Those
are “demons” that destroy lives, physically as
well.

Alcohol... even though they may know it is
damaging, may even have done severe damage
to their own body, they will continue to drink.
They may attend AA meetings and might even
have abstained for quite a while... or maybe it’s
drugs.

Or, like one person | knew, they said they
were attending AA successfully, done rehab,
then from a hospital bed almost 2 years later, in
December 2012, they said to me, “They are
trying to get me on a liver transplant list. ... They
said if | take one more drink it might kill me.”
— Then beside their unconscious body in a
Critical Care Unit bed in March 2013, their
fiancé said that they had quit drinking in
November, 4 months ago, way too late. That was
part of what killed them. Drugs had also played
a part in the damage. She had literally killed
herself with the choices that imprisoned her.

— But, she had recently trusted Jesus for her
eternity and He released her from her
imprisonment and set her free to a new body in
Heaven.

We can make choices that may seem minor,
and then we become addicted — whether drugs,
power, money, alcohol, .... And only God can
free us.

I remember a Bible study where the speaker
said, ‘Sometimes God removes the problem,
sometimes He is with us through the problem,
and sometimes the solution is that He removes
us from the problem.”
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Chapter 1
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Why a book about Melanie?

Chapter 2

Early, high school, cheerleader, eating disorder

Chapter 3

Elon University - campus life, conversations; intro to alcohol and drugs

Chapter 4
2006 - 2009. Stop out of college. Drugs and alcohol. Rehab. AA and MA. Hospitalized.

Chapter 5
2009 - 2012.

Chapter 6
2010 - 2013. Reconnect. A struggle to break from the past. “I want what you have.”

Chapter 7
2012.

Chapter 8
2013.
A Eulogy for Melanie (“A gathering of friends” at Elon University, 4/22/13)

Appendix

Several “daily emailed thoughts” ... Some specifically surrounding Melanie and messages that would be
relevant.

The Pendulum (Elon University campus newspaper)

Ecstasy
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Melanie Manley *** March 1, 1984 — March 11, 2013
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Chapter 1

I’ll start. | am Dr. D, that’s what Melanie called me. — It’s an EdD, an Educational Doctorate, not an
M.D. (medical) or ThD (theological). It’s the same degree as Bill Cosby(!). (Maybe someday I'll be
funny, rich, and famous, too! — Yea, right.)

Melanie wanted to tell “her story” to help someone avoid making the choices she did.

Tuesday, March 5" 2013, in Chris and Melanie’s kitchen. — She said, ‘I wish I could do something
constructive and positive.’

Dr.D. said, “We should take you on a tour of college campuses to tell your story. Or maybe do a
presentation, maybe a video. Or write a book. Or at least an article. If someone like me tells them, they
will just write it off as coming from some old foggy. But if one of their own tells them, maybe a few of
them might listen. You wouldn’t have to actually even write it, | have speech recognition software on my
computer and all you have to do would be to talk to it.”

Melanie said, “That would be cool! I’d like to try that.”

I think maybe it was Saturday, March 9™; | mentioned to Chris, her fiancé, “Do you remember the
conversation in your kitchen last Tuesday about writing her story? In a couple of months maybe we could
all get together and write a book telling her story.”

Chris said, “I think she’d like that.”

Part of the origin for this goes back to December 1%, 2012. ...

Marie, my wife, is about to be discharged after a hip replacement surgery and is walking down the
hospital hallway, returning from the physical therapy checkout room, and just happens to glance in a door
that just happens to be open and thinking she recognized the person in the bed says, “Melanie, is that
you?”

“Yes it is, Marie.”

... (some conversation follows) ...

“Do you want me to tell Dr. D that you are here? (“Hippa” and all that... patient privacy ... patient
permission to tell anyone anything, even that they are in a hospital.) He is coming to pick me up in a few
minutes.”

“Yes. Please do.”

When | arrive, Marie tells me, “I have good news and bad news. The good news is that I’'m all
checked out, packed up, and discharged, ready to go home. The bad news is that Melanie is here. She’s
just a couple rooms down the hall. And she’d like to see you.”

I go to see her.

Melanie tells me that she was brought into the hospital, again, the night before with a lot of
abdominal pain again and four liters of fluid were drawn off of her abdomen (that’s close to a gallon! of
fluid...). She now weighed 80 pounds and is in a hospital bed. Her kidneys and liver are not working
right. She looks terribly sick.

Among the things Melanie says in that conversation is:

“I could be the “poster child’ for what not to do in college. Don’t do drugs
and don’t do alcohol.” ... “I don’t drink any more. They said my next drink
could kill me.”

Remember, December 1%; she weighed 80 pounds that day.
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It’s only a couple weeks later that she was accepted as an “indigent patient” at Chapel Hill University
Medical Center Open Door Clinic (I think that’s the proper name of the place). — They accept one new
indigent patient a day, and she got that slot one day. — When | took her, she could barely walk and got
down the stairs from her second floor apartment with great difficulty. When we got to the clinic, there
were wheel chairs outside the door. | got one and brought it over to the curb. She got out of the van and
sat in the wheelchair. | told her, “Wait here. I’ll park; and I’ll be right back to take you in and we’ll find
out where to go.”

When she got checked in and they started, | stayed with her until the doctor came into the room for
“private consultation.” | was with her when the nurse weighed her. | saw the scale. — 120 pounds. —
She had put on 40 pounds of fluid in roughly two weeks! Her kidneys certainly were not working. Her
legs and feet were swollen; she could hardly walk. Her legs and body hurt from the pressure from the
accumulating fluid in the tissues. The only things that she could get on her feet were men’s size 13
slippers. (I didn’t ask where she had gotten them.)

Among the things the doctor prescribed was a heavy kidney stimulant. If that didn’t start working
quickly, the dosage would be doubled, then doubled again. — She was in serious physical trouble from
possible kidney failure. — It did start to work after a week and her weight finally began to fall... slowly.

They also diagnosed her as “malnourished.”

“Malnourished”?! - I’ve seen this girl eat! She’s always hungry! - Every time | see her | bring food
and she devours it. — Her body is not digesting and absorbing and using what she’s putting in.

When we get back to her apartment, it takes her close to a full minute to pull herself up the stairs one
step at a time. | have my arm right behind her, holding her, to make sure she doesn’t fall. No strength; and
exhausted.

Back in December of 2011 she was going to have surgery at Chapel Hill that — she told me — was to
do a “micro-surgery” to stretch the bile duct from her pancreas so the bile / enzyme could flow into her
digestive tract in the digestive process to digest food. She is malnourished because, even though she eats
plenty, it isn’t digested and absorbed. So she’s to have this micro-surgery done.

Her dad told me later, after the surgery, when I tried contacting him because | couldn’t get a response
from Melanie, — phone, email, text, no response from any medium — that they had her sedated for pretty
much the whole month of January after surgery. And he told me that what they ended up doing in surgery
— apparently she was so much worse than what they expected — apparently so deteriorated and damaged
internally, that they removed half her pancreas, part of her stomach, and part of her intestine.

All that was still radically affecting her ability to digest and absorb nutrition, even more so than
before. One of the things she had to do was take a pill every time she ate anything, like about 6 times a
day, to try to replace the pancreatic enzyme.

Long sedation is dangerous. — Doctors do everything they can do to keep patients from being sedated
for long periods. Because after 5 hours of sedation for surgery, etc., the risk level for all kinds of
complications, including mental damage, stroke, and other complications start increasing. (My ortho
doctor wouldn’t do both of my knees at the same time because | would have been “under” for at least 6
hours.)

The choices she had made in lifestyle over the last 8 to 9 years had taken a serious toll on her internal
organs.

Her liver function was not good either, another toll from the lifestyle choices. The doctors at UNC
Chapel Hill Hospital were suggesting she was a candidate for a liver transplant ... IF they could get her
healthy enough.

How did she get here? Where did her choices take her?
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Chapter 2, by her dad

From the beginning... Roy, her dad, will tell this part of her story.

Melanie Lauren Manley came into the world on March 1, 1984 in Durham, NC, the happiest day in
the lives of her parents. From the time she was but a few months old, she smiled with her eyes in a special
way that she had all her life. Her eyes were indeed the “windows to her soul.”

High school — Athletic; Cheerleader. Eating disorder.
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High school cheerleader

Melanie grew up in Warrington, PA, graduating from Central Bucks High School.

Melanie was active in sports, theater, cheerleading, music, community service, and travel, making
friends wherever she went. Her bright, cheerful personality really “lit up a room”!

In a message dated 4/9/2013 2:23:04 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, [Roy] writes:

Regarding the book, | believe we may be able to to [do] something valuable. She did a
student film in high school that won a Phila area competition, was shown in a local movie house,
and was in the same league as college film makers and a few young professionals. Her film was
striking, and if you haven't seen it, I'll be sure to locate a copy. | need to anyway, as most of my
valuables are packed up. The professional health specialist/ anorexia / bullimea [bulimia]
specialist at the Doylestown Hospital ( she is in the film) asked for permission to use the film in
her own continuing work at the hospital and in the community Melanie certainly had a lot to
offer...
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She went on to Elon University in North Carolina in August of 2002.

7/2006

She “stopped out for a few years and returned to Elon University, stopped out, and returned a second
time in 2011to try to finish a BA degree. She was a senior, expecting to complete her degree requirements
soon.
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20107

New Britain Baptist Church, Chalfont, PA

Melanie was engaged to Christopher McKibben of Rockville, MD.

Southeast Baptist Church, and then at South EIm Street Baptist Church, Greensboro, NC
She would attend with Dr. D. and Marie several times in her “early” college days, and again in her
final months.

After suffering from a long fight, Melanie passed away on March 11 in Burlington, NC. We are
grateful that she was not alone in her last hours, and that she was lifted up on the wings of the prayers of
those that surrounded her.

Her family and friends are devastated by this untimely loss. Visitation will take place from 1-3 PM on
Saturday, March 23 at Conner Westbury Funeral Home, 1891 Mcintosh Road, Griffin Georgia. (770-227-
2300) Services will follow in the Conner Westbury Chapel at 3PM, with graveside services at the family
cemetery in Griffin.

She was preceded in death by her mother, Lynne McDaniel Manley. Survivors include her father,
Roy Manley, brothers Christopher Jason Manley of Kingsland, GA and Kevin Matthew Mixon of New
York City, uncles and aunts Jeff and Rhonda McDaniel of Opp, AL, Mike and Linda McDaniel of Leeds
AL, Ed and Sandra Manley of Lexington, SC, and Ben Manley and Amy Schwab of Chamblee, GA, and
many cousins and friends across the country.
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Chapter 3, by Dr. D.

Melanie was 18 and chose to attend Elon University in Elon, North Carolina.

Melanie had said that “Things don’t “just happen.’”

She has said, “I didn’t “just happened’ to choose Elon University. | didn’t ‘just happen’ to register for

your section of Statistics. I didn’t *just happen’ to become friends with ‘Gabby’ who then ‘just happened’
to choose Dr.D. to interview for a paper we had to write.”

My being at Elon when Melanie ‘just happened’ to register for my class, where | had recently been
hired as an adjunct teacher in the Math Department, ... it was a “God-thing.” | was way “out of my
league.” Did well, I think, teaching those freshman level math classes. But my professional credentials
were nowhere near the level of the regular faculty math professors. — PhD in math from Harvard, etc. — |
think I was there for the sometimes spiritual mentoring, guidance, and counseling of a couple of
students... like Melanie.

| read a quote, supposedly from Albert Einstein (maybe rightly credited, maybe not), “Coincidences
are God’s way of remaining anonymous.” When Melanie said “things don’t just happen,” she was saying
God set it up for a purpose.

Fall of 2002, August 28™ to be exact, was the first day of classes. She started at Elon and she is in one
of my freshman General Statistics class sections.

Another professor had suggested to me a method he used to learn the students’ names. — Take a

picture of each student and arrange them as a seating chart. | started doing that at Elon. So Wednesday,
August 28, 2002, | first met Melanie and this is her picture that day for my seating chart.

\ AUG 2882002
| i M8 .

Part of first semester on campus at Elon is an “orientation class.” And part of that class is an

assignment to interview one of your professors. Melanie and a friend she had made, Gabbie, Gabriel
Raymond, decide to do the assignment together. Gabbie was in the same Statistics class section with
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Melanie. After class one day they came and asked me if they could interview me for the paper they had to
write. | agreed, and they came to my office.

Among the guestions they were to ask would be about what | do off campus. — Since 1998 | had been
writing a paper | call the “Crimson & White Connection” about morals, values, relationships, and the
Christian life targeted at 14 to 24 year olds. Gabby and | started talking about “church,” about “Focus on
the Family;” and Melanie said, “What’s that?” and Gabby said, “I’ll tell you later.” And “Adventures in
Odyssey” and Melanie said, “What’s that?” and Gabby said, “I’ll tell you later.”

And shortly after that interview Melanie asked to get on my mailing list; 9/23/2002 is what it says in
my database. That’s how I first got connected with Melanie’s life, and how we stayed connected for the
next ten years.

Melanie was a bright student. | don’t know how she did in her other classes starting out at Elon, but
she got an A— in my Statistics class. In a couple years she “fell apart” as a student — skipping classes,
failing grades, etc., and eventually “stopped out. “Stopped out” because she eventually returned.

She and Gabriel Raymond did a survey project and presentation in the class about “Religion on
campus.”
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Over the next couple years on campus we started meeting once a week, Thursdays, for lunch and
talked about all kinds of things. We’d meet at the Octagon Café, get lunch, and go to the adjacent Fireside
Lounge in the Student Center building, find a quiet corner, highly visible, but away from some of the
noise and hustle and bustle in the student center, where we could sit and talk over lunch.

A couple times Melanie would miss our lunch appointment.
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One time | went looking for her and went to her dorm. Her room door was wide open. — “Melanie?”
No answer. | looked in the open door and couldn’t see anyone. | found the RA’s room and asked, “Have
you seen Melanie Manley? Her door is wide open but she’s not there. She was supposed to meet me for
lunch.” She told me, “It’s not unusual. She sometimes disappears for a couple days at a time and nobody
sees her. One time we went looking for her and found her hiding under her bed. And another time we
found her on the floor in the corner of her closet with the door closed.” “Would you please check her
room for me? | don’t want to go in there by myself.” “Sure.” And she went and looked in the room and
couldn’t find her anywhere there.

Now, later, we’re getting clues as to what had been happening back then.

One day we met in the Fireside Lounge in the Student Center on campus. She turned the conversation
to death. — A friend of her’s on campus had been removed from campus by her parents to a rehab facility.
... And she died there. Melanie said that the story the parents were telling and what was being said on
campus was that it was because of an eating disorder. Melanie said, “But | know better. It was drugs and
alcohol. That’s what killed her. She drank a lot.”

In that conversation, Melanie, knowing that my wife Marie worked in Critical Care / Intensive Care at
the hospital, said, “I bet Marie sees a lot of people die.”

“Yes. And many of them have ‘interesting’ stories.”

“Like what? Can you tell me about any of them?”

“Well, one patient died and they did the shock thing and brought him back and he was terrified. He
said he felt the fire of Hell and said, ‘Get me a pastor or a chaplain!” Marie started to leave to call a
Chaplain, but he wouldn’t let go of her wrist. He said, ‘No! Don’t leave me!” So she called out to the
nurse’s station for another nurse to call for a chaplain.”

| started to change the topic. But Melanie said, “And then what?”

“Well the chaplain came and talked with him.”

And | started to change the subject of the conversation again.

But Melanie said, “So what did the chaplain say to him.”

“The chaplain walked him through a plan of salvation.”

“What’s that?” Melanie said.

(Melanie had told me before that she had grown up in a Baptist church. | was puzzled that she didn’t
know or hadn’t heard this before.) And | walked through a simple “plan of salvation” from the Bible ...

“A- Admit that you are a sinner and that you can’t be good enough to meet God’s standard. B-
Believe that Jesus, God’s Son, died and paid the penalty for your sins and that He rose from the dead. C-
is to confess that you believe that. The Bible says that by believing on Jesus... John 3:16 says that ‘God so
loved the world that he gave his only son that whoever believes on him should not perish but have
everlasting life,” that’s eternity in heaven with God and not in Hell.

— He apparently felt that he had literally felt the fire of Hell.”
Melanie paused and was very thoughtful for a moment, and then said, “I’ve never heard that. Or
maybe | wasn’t paying attention when it was said in church.”

Melanie was also seeing a psychological counselor on campus regularly. After a couple years, | went
to the counselor and said, “l know you can’t tell me about your conversations with Melanie; that’s
confidential between you and her. But 1’d like to tell you a couple observations, as an observer of
Melanie, a couple things that she may not have told you, that may or may not help you understand some
of what she tells you. And maybe things she doesn’t tell you. Can I do that?” “Okay,” and she listened as
I told her about a few behaviors | thought a bit out of the ordinary that | had seen with Melanie, like the
thing about her “disappearing” and being “found.”
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Jump ahead to 2013 ... There was a news program on TV about the misuse of drugs for ADHD on
college campuses and the dangers of that. For some students who do not have ADHD it will cause
personality changes, disorientation, in addition to or instead of the intended effect being able to
concentrate on their learning assignments. Better grades and concentration is the intended effect. College
can be competitive and good grades usually require concentration. But the other things are sometimes the
result.

I had recorded the program and then asked Melanie if she had ever done those drugs. She said that
she had for a little while. That may have been part of what Melanie got started into, and might explain
some of her behavior changes after her freshman year.

There was a weekend that Melanie was supposed to meet us at church on Sunday morning. She did
not show up. When I called her, she said she couldn’t find her car. She said she had loaned it to her
friend to be the designated driver for a group of girls to go partying Saturday night. — Believable? Maybe.
Maybe not. — | think Melanie was out drinking and the part about the other girl being the designated
driver may very well have been true. — Part of the “alcohol on campus” / “underage drinking” that she got
started into may have been what really happened that weekend. They used her car; she was part of the
drinking; the other girl was the designated driver; and Melanie didn’t know where the car was in the
morning.
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Chapter 4

From 2006 to 2012
Roy
& Chris?

Drugs, alcohol, ... pot, other drugs(?)

February 2011, Melanie called us. She said that she had “just gotten out of rebab, one of the best
things for me.” ...Rehab Jan ? Feb ? 2011 “rehab” for __ (what) ?

She said that she was attending AA and MA meeting. — Working? Not working? (AA is
Alcoholics Anonymous and MA is Marijuana Anonymous.)

She struggled with finances and student loans to be able to return to Elon and finish her degree. -
She does get back to Elon.

We reconnect and | stop by and take her out to get a lunch.

Chris, her fiancé eventually moves to Elon to join her, and moves in with her, in an apartment she
shares with 2 other girls. — Violating her lease, Melanie and Chris had to move. No contact from her for a
while, again. (I think she was getting really sick.)

Hospitalized January 2012 for what turned into major surgery. No contact. Finally I called Roy and
he told me of seriousness of the surgery.

“Liver malfunction” diagnosis Jan. 2012, yet... — “She stopped drinking in Nov 2012,” is what
Chris told me later.

When they moved from E Haggerty Rd, Elon (Sept 2012) to Morningside Dr, Burlington, they
“dropped off the radar” and didn’t tell me where they went. She didn’t answer her phone or respond to vm
messages or text messages. Didn’t reconnect until Dec. 1 in the hospital, “by accident,” “just happened
to.” Why the disconnect? Unexplained. | had been coming by and seeing them every Tuesday at the
Haggardy Rd apartment, then they “vanished.”

At the end, when cleaning out the apartment, it seems to me that she had been really, really physically
sick — bedside commaode, etc. — Chris was taking care of her, she was really in bad shape, maybe didn’t
want anyone to see her in the terrible condition she was in. — I told her that if I’d known | could have
known how to pray for her; that | could have maybe comforted her by her knowing someone cared
enough to visit, help with what they needed. They never talked about those months.
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Chapter 5

2009 to 2012

Chris?
& Roy?

Melanie and Chris meet.

Melanie and Chris are engaged.

Living in PA in a house with some other people that are doing drugs,she told me. They leave PA and
move home with parents in MD.

Engaged for 2 years, why hadn’t they gotten married yet?

2/23/2011 — “I just got out of rehab. It is the best thing that has happened to me.” “Chris is so
supportive of my efforts to stay cleaned up; he goes to my AA and MA meetings with me.”

I asked Melanie one day, maybe August 2012, “When are you two getting married?” She answered,
“Ask him.” — Why was Chris holding back? Had he said, “When you stop drinking and doing stuff’?

Rehab... for?? Who paid for that?

What were all the drugs she had escalated to? - She had said once that she had tested positive for
hepatitis. What kind? Drug use related?
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Chapter 6 — Reconnecting with Dr.D.
2011-2013

A struggle to break from the past.
“l want what you have.”

2010

One day in 2010, I don’t “do facebook” but | do have an account and it has connected me to a couple
old friends and students and others, | decided to look for Melanie there. | hadn’t heard from her in some
time.

9/15/2010 - ran across Melanie on facebook and posted on her wall...
That's a certainly a different "red." | thought you looked great as a blond. You're still the name at the
top of the list stuck in my speedometer. | still pfyed. Someday...

(“pfyed” was my “shorthand” way of saying “pray for you every day.”)

9/30/2010

Melanie Manley commented on her wall post.

Melanie wrote:

"thanks dr d, ive been tryin lots of different colors lately....and thanks, i need all the pfyed days as
possible :)"

2011

February 23, 2011, Melanie called Marie & Rich.
The main parts of the conversation went something along these lines, from my notes that | made...

Wed, 2/23/2011

Melanie called. We talked for about 20 minutes, until her battery went dead on her cell ph. Then she
called on her mom’s land line and we talked another 55 min.

She’s engaged (Dec 2010) to Chris McKibben - unemployed. They went to live in a house in PA with
7 people for a while. The “friend” got pregnant, demanding, and her boyfriend was using drugs... Melanie
and Chris moved back to MD and each are living with their parents.

Been in rehab, 6 weeks. “The best thing that ever happened to me.” Has had pancreatitis (a common
consequence of drug use?).

‘Chris is great. He goes to my AA and MA [marijuana anonymous] meetings with me. She says that
he claims to be an atheist and she won’t marry him unless he becomes a Christian. They have dated she
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said ‘about 1 or 2 years’(not sure?). Chris is on anti-depressant drugs.

Says *“Jesus has been with her.” *Jesus has protected her.” She wants to return to Elon to finish. It
would take 2 semesters. Needs to pay ~$3,000 at Elon before they will let her reenroll. — | said they need
to hunt for 4 jobs; 2 there in MD to get money together to pay Elon and survive and get to here, plus 2
here if Chris is coming with her (she said he was).

She said she wants to reconnect with Marie and me because we have such a good marriage to learn
from. Said she wanted to go to church with us, then quickly added ‘or somewhere.’

| prayed for her over the phone. She said “That felt good.”

Said her email was “MissMelanieManley@gmail.com.” | said I’ve been emailing daily to
MelanieManley@gmail.com and she should send me an email to make sure | have the address right.

Fr morning | wrote 3 “letters”. I mailed this one, the other 2 are saved to MAYBE send after Marie
critiques.

Subject:-Waiting...

Date:-2/24/2011 7:07:55 A.M. Eastern Standard Time

From:- Rdymmel@aol.com

To:-MelanieManley@gmail.com, MsMelanieManley@gmail.com, MissMelanieManley@gmail.com
(MsMel... was returned undelivered)

I'm waiting to hear from you and confirm your email address after last night. No email showed up yet.
So I'll try 3.

I've been waiting a couple years for that phone call. | told you, promised you, two things - that |
would pray for you and that I wouldn't give up on you.

You said that a Crimson & White Connection had just come in the mail. Maybe a couple of those
articles were meant just for you, right at this moment.

I think you have an idea what we think is fundamental to a life of peace and purpose, and, things we
would ask you to do if you wanted us to be involved in your life. Are you sure you want to go there?? --
We offered to assist and mentor one young lady and flew her in from out-of-state for a weekend; possibly
to stay with us for about 6-7 months. When she went home after the weekend her mother said we "scared
her half to death." She didn't know what to do ..... She changed her mind about being closely involved
with us. It was too scary for her.

It won't be easy to come from where you've been to where you know we think you should be. Are you
sure you want to do that? We would be here to help you and encourage you, cheer for you.

Yesterday | sent an email to MelanieManley@gmail.com. Sign in to that account and read the part
that talks about being a disciple. What you talked about was along the line of wanting to emulate parts of
us... that's being a disciple.

| started with searching for the song lyrics about "healing" and found it came from a movie that will
be released on Friday. | think you need some healing in your life.

This link is lyrics to the song
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http://www.allyrics.net/Tenth-Avenue-North/lyrics/Healing-Begins/

This is a link to the music video

http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=92C2F1NU

NEW Tenth Avenue North - Healing Begins [The Grace Card Film] - Music Videos
Go to this for a trailer on the movie "The Grace Card."

http://www.thegracecardmovie.com/

Go to this link for theaters in MD. | don't know what's close to you. Maybe Bowie?

http://www.thegracecardmovie.com/theaters/12

It starts in theaters Fri, Feb 25th

From the trailer, it looks good and worth seeing.

http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=92C2F1NU
Tenth Avenue North -lyrics to “Healing Begins”

So you thought you had to keep this up
All the work that you do

So we think that you're good

And you can't believe it's not enough
All the walls you built up

Are just glass on the outside

So let 'em fall down

There's freedom waiting in the sound
When you let your walls fall to the ground
We're here now

This is where the healing begins, oh

This is where the healing starts

When you come to where you're broken within
The light meets the dark

The light meets the dark

Afraid to let your secrets out

Everything that you hide

Can come crashing through the door now
But too scared to face all your fear

So you hide but you find

That the shame won't disappear

So let it fall down

There's freedom waiting in the sound
When you let your walls fall to the ground
We're here now

We're here now, oh

This is where the healing begins, oh

This is where the healing starts

When you come to where you're broken within
The light meets the dark

The light meets the dark

Sparks will fly as grace collides
With the dark inside of us

So please don't fight

This coming light

Let this blood come cover us
His blood can cover us

This is where the healing begins, oh

This is where the healing starts

When you come to where you're broken within
The light meets the dark

The light meets the dark

in a BlueMountain b’day card 2/28/11:

Subject:  Your eCard was just picked up

Date: 2/28/2011 5:27:02 P.M. Eastern Standard Time

From: services@support.bluemountain.com

Wishing you a bright, full path ahead. You said on the phone "1 still look 16." But now you're 27
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tomorrow. Real beauty isn't in looking like a teenager. REAL beauty is on the inside - spirit (like
gentleness, compassion,...); character (like integrity, trustworthy, dependable, fidelity, ...), and personality
(like happy, peaceful, ...). Nice on the outside is good, too. But it's what's on the INside that really counts.
- The Book of Ruth... have no idea what she LOOKed like, but a book was written about her loyalty,
virtue, character that has lasted for centuries and read by millions, billions of people and admired. Esther
won a beauty pageant in the Bible; but she is remembered for her character and loyalty. The Shulimite
woman in Song of Solomon, what did she have that the most powerful most wealthy man in the world
sought HER? She had character and integrity. (I've got a book written to young women about her and that
if 1 can find it in my "library." - That's what we'd like to help you become... beautiful beyond belief on the
inside. (And Marie can help you with the outside too to be a lady.) Want to?

Subject:  Card has been read
Date: 2/28/2011 5:30:51 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: service@noreply.BirthdayAlarm.com

In a message dated 2/28/2011 5:32:03 P.M. Eastern Standard Time,
MissMelanieManley@gmail.com writes:
Thank you! | can't wait to talk again. I'll call you soon!

Subject: Re: Thanks for the card

Date: 2/28/2011 6:10:41 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

Melanie

Well, if you "can't wait" then don't wait. , Melanie. (I always have preferred to call you Melanie,
because when you say Melanie you have to end with a smile because of the "e.")

Monday's from roughly 8p to 10p I'm on a run to clean out a bakery. Then Tues late morning, roughly
9:30a until noon, I'm distributing it.

Wed evening from dinner until 8:30 is dinner, church, finishing with choir practice. Home before 9p.

Marie works again Thur. She's gone by 6a and isn't home until 8p. She's won't have the physically or
emotional reserve to deal with you discussing this after she gets home... unless you were to simply be
positively excited about wanting us to work with you to put you in a direction, on a road toward peace
and Heaven. ...

On Wed | had written you:

“I've been waiting a couple years for that phone call. | told you, promised you, two things - that |
would pray for you and that | wouldn't give up on you. ... | think you have an idea what we think is
fundamental to a life of peace and purpose, and, things we would ask you to do if you wanted us to be
involved in your life. Are you sure you want to go there??”

Have you thought any more about what you said about "learning from us," or us "mentoring you," or
whatever along those lines?
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We are willing to invest time and energy with/in you... if you really want us to help you get your life
"on track." - If you like what you've seen in our lives/life, and think you want that for yourself, - (1) you
expressed an interest in that, (2) we've said we're willing to and willing to commit to time and energy and
emotions, (3) now it's your turn to really, truly decide if that is a direction you want to go. You have to
decide for Melanie. Frankly I don't want you to "talk it over with Chris" first. This is about Melanie and
the direction Melanie wants Melanie's life to go. Once you decide this would be what you want. Only
then should you tell Chris what road you intend to put your life on, and you can see if he wants to come
along with you or not.

Back to the near top of this. That's my / our schedule. Call me. Call us.

Subject:  Grace

Date: 3/8/2011 8:35:59 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

Melanie,

We went and saw this movie Tues afternoon. Quite a movie! “Poor” reviews from the “professional
raters. EXCELLENT reviews from the general public that saw and rated it. - Excellent movie!

Still waiting for your call. Let’s start healing you, Darling. What has happened? You haven't even
picked up the e-cards | sent you on your b'day.

Have you thought any more about what you said about "learning from us," or us "mentoring you," or
whatever along those lines?

Or have we scared you off?

Dr & Mrs D

3/9/2011

2:10p Melanie called the house ph and left a nice message about how she had a terrible night tossing
and struggling and almost called us at 1:30a and how she loves us.

2:16p-3:48p
Melanie called my cell ph. I called her back. We talked for 1 %2 hours about she getting her student
loans in order, about things she needs to do there.

Says she was in OH for a week and just changed cell ph carriers and didn’t have her phone to call or
check her email.

Talked about how she really needs direction, friends who believe in her, church, God, ..., said
she wants to join the choir, join the SS class again - they were about to go on an outing she missed,
and how she went on the InterVarsity trip (back in her on campus college days) and loved it.

I told her she will need to write a few things down in an email. Writing makes you think about what
you really want to say.

Told her she needs to earn our trust again. We really want to help her make a difference in where
she’ll be in 300,000 years.
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She said she wants to get to a place where she can tell
others about where she’s been and how they need Jesus.

I said Marie will need to be convinced that she is “for real” and wants a new life. And Marie will be
very protective of me investing a lot of my time, energy, and emotions into someone who would hurt me
again.

Melanie said she is going to write an email tonight to Marie and call again. - | said Marie is working
today and Thur. That Fri afternoon and Sat afternoon would be good times to call to talk with Marie and
us. - | said we would be putting the initiative on her to initiate calling us, at least for a while, to
demonstrate that SHE does want us to help her life.

Subject:  Wed 3/9/2011

Date: 3/9/2011 5:05:07 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com
To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

So glad you called!!! I am! | found the message you left on the answering machine after our 1:32
phone conversation on cell phones. Loved it. Saved it for Marie to hear when she gets home.

I welcome the opportunity to sit down and have a few serious talks. About a number of things with
you.

If you want a mentor and guidance to "successful living," if you think Marie and | have attained some
semblance of relational success and life (not financial, but in living life), well, we'd welcome mentoring
you - in life, in relationships.

2 weeks ago you said you wanted to come to church with us... then you hesitated and said something
like ‘or some church. - If you want what we've got - or you think we've got - it involves a whole lifestyle.
We’re not acting; and we’re not perfect. And you can’t get what we’ve got by “acting” a part.

At least to start with, it has to be “church with us.” Not “some church” but “church with us.”

One of the first thing | would discuss face-to-face with you is - do you remember in the corner of the
Fireside Lounge when we were talking about death and | said something and you said, "What do you
mean by a plan of salvation?"? It's a choice. You have to make it. It is THE starting point. It is THE
center. It is a basis for all your decisions in life... and for eternity. Its START is spelled out on p.7 of
every C&WC. Your answer can be “I’m ready,” or “I’m not sure I’m ready yet.” But we will bring it up.
You don’t have to “understand everything” before making this commitment. Ask questions; ask lots of
questions. That’s fine. “Acting” won’t do it. You have to believe it and accept it and submit to it for all
the rest to be real and work.

I'm willing... we're willing to invest in you, girl, but you will have to make the real and hard choices.

Maybe you need AA and whatever to help stay "on track.” Maybe you need to look at surrounding
yourself with what you want to be. Choose your models carefully.

I hope we can have many long discussions when you return. And/or on the phone. — And this doesn’t
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have to wait until August. If you’re serious about this, then you need to be finding a place to live (we
might be able to help with that) and find a job here (calls, contacts, make appointments and/or schedule
being here to interview and whatever to find a p-t job here). And as soon as possible, and let’s get on with
helping you build your new life!

I wish God's blessing on you, Melanie.
Dr.D.

On Wed, Mar 9, 2011 at 5:13 PM, <Rdymmel@aol.com> wrote:

I composed that email and just looked at the clock. It's dinner time. They start serving at 5:15 at
church. It's chicken pot pie tonight. Mmmmm good.

Marie won't be home from work until after 8p

I won't be home from dinner, church, choir practice (incl Easter music - maybe you can come...
bus?... concert is the weekend before Easter) until 8:30+.

I have been invited to speak after dinner at Buffalo Presbyterian Church, Wed, Apr 6, about the
C&WC and encouraging and whatever else | want to include.

I told you | would pray for you always and would NOT give up on you.
Dr.D.

Got to run.... dinner.

Subject: Re: Dinner
Date: 3/9/2011 10:00:41 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

I love chicken pot pie!!!
More than that though, | love the experience of sharing a meal with people that | care about.

Mrs D., I am not one to express my feelings via email or anything written down. | don't exactly know
what to say....

Dr. D and | spoke on the phone, as you know, twice...and today for some time.
I want you to know that i am putting all that i can give into gods work and his word. | have been very
selfish. i really just want to talk to you and get back in touch. i know ive been irresponsible. possibly not

worth your time. However, | care so much about your family. And me.

I would like to be able to talk with you and the Mr. soon. You guys mean the world to me.
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I am not getting in touch with you because im coming back to Elon. Sorry it seems that way. | hope | can
give back what you have given to me.

I really think | could show you that things are different now. | am very proud of myself, but i have much
to learn...and have a lot of room to grow.

Thats it | guess!
With love, and Gods blessings,

Melanie.

Subject:  Thur morning thoughts

Date: 3/10/2011 11:11:13 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com
To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

Thur morning thoughts
3/10/2011

Marie says I can have a tendency to “overwhelm” people at times with too many ideas all at once.
Here’s my thoughts this morning...

(1) I told Marie about most of our conversation.
(2) 1 told her that you would be calling her Fri afternoon or Sat afternoon.

(3) I will give her your email from last night when she gets home from work tonight. Good follow-
through, girl.

(4) 1 want to give you something to think through. | woke up this morning with this on my mind.
You are at a fork in the road of your life. You are making a decision, a choice.

It’s like the C&WC article about relationships - “Do They Have Character or Are They a Character” -
that does a split page to look at what makes a person of character or not. That article looks ar selecting
people you might date, build a relationship with. It could also be used to assess yourself. - I’m going to
try to find, in one of my boxes in “the library” the book, Secrets of an Irresistible Woman.” It’s about
what the Shulimite woman had (in Song of Solomon) that the richest most powerful man in the world,
who could have ANYTHING he wanted, sought after her. (It was her character that made her beautiful
and desirable.)

It’s like when we decided to move to Greensboro... We sat down and literally made a list on a piece
of paper...

Stay in Detroit
+ job, business, a few relatives, nice mild short Summer
- snow, cold, property taxes, heating bills
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Waco TX
+ a couple friends
- the week we were there it “cooled off” to 95 at night!

Bar Harbor Maine
+ beautiful harbor, forest, fresh lobster
- bitter cold winter and noreaster storms with LOTS of snow

Greensboro

+ rated #3 in Places Rated Almanac, mild winter
- 999999

Orlando FL

+ warm winter, tourist business opportunity

- hot, humid, and hurricanes in summer (trading winter storms for summer storms), tourist business
idea was a 24/7 idea to run/manage (time)

And we did that for every place we had been to on vacation or business. Greensboro had no known
negatives. We sold the business, sold the house, quit my job; I changed everything except the wife, kids,
and dog; and we moved to Greensboro.

You are looking at “changing where you live,” and 1I’m not talking about Maryland and Greensboro.
It’s like standing at the edge of “your world” and there is a big fence. You can see a few things through
the holes in the fence; you can hear some stuff over the fence; but it’s a fence. You are deciding whether
to climb over to “the other side.”

(a) stay or turn back to where you’ve been living or (b)climb over to the Christian life

(a) Stay where you’ve been

+ you know what to expect

+ you know some people here

- some of those people have used and abused you (John said he loved you, I think he loved that you
gave him sex)

- drugs and alcohol have almost killed you.

(Do you remember the conversation we had in the Fireside Lounge when a friend of yours left school,
was in a care-facility in FL and died? You said that they said she was being treated for an eating disorder,
but you knew it was drugs and alcohol.)

(b) The Christian life/walk

-you really don’t KNOW what’s over here (the unknown can be a little scary; it can also be an
adventure)

- you only have a couple people you know here; can you trust them with your life?

- they aren’t saying much about how the Christian life will probably cost you your old friends because
they want the “old you” that did drugs and alcohol

+ they are telling you there is inner peace and a joy here

- they aren’t saying that there may be problems, it can’t be ALL wonderful. Some people will reject
Christians.

- Some people won’t believe you that Jesus can really change people like you. Some of those will
even be those that call themselves Christians

+ they say it has eternal life, that the real rewards are not just in this life but for the next 300,000
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years and beyond

+ they say life here has benefits of people caring about YOU

- there are people here who only TALK the talk but don’t really walk the walk (those are called
hypocrites).

- you don’t understand all the words and ideas + that’s okay.

Think this through. Are you still sure you want to do this??? You’re not committing to be a follower
of Jesus yet, you’re committing to honestly search and “try” this new and different life.

Just had an idea... Two of my students at Alamance Christian School attend that big Baptist church in
Elon, right across from the Danilea housing complex. I can call / go there there and talk to the pastor and
the youth pastor and see if they know of anyone who might have like a one room apartment over the
garage or something for you. - 1’d tell them that they can’t have you, that WE are going to mentor you as
a new believer. -

Try looking up www.KLOVE.com and find the station list and find a station near you (I hope they
have one near you). Or listen online. KLOVE is all contemporary Christian music. (No “old hymns.”)

Maryland

Midland (WLVV) 88.3

Salisbury (WDKZ) 105.5

Delaware

Fenwick Island (WLBW) 92.1

Virginia

Coeburn (WGCK) 99.7

Colonial Heights (WKYV) 90.1

Danville (WKVK) 106.7

New Market (WLTK) 103.3

Newport News 96.9

Portsmouth 93.3

Virginia Beach (WZLV) 90.7

Look up www.BBNradio.org; station list, find one near you. Or listen online. (When BBN plays
music, it is all “old hymns.”)

I think you’d like Ravi Zacharias “Let My People Think” He speaks on a lot of college campuses and
around the world. (I have some of his CDs.)

Saturday: 6:30 pm

Sunday: 8:30 am

I think you’d like “Adventures in Odyssey”
Monday - Friday: 7:30 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM, 5:00 PM

You might like “Unshackled” from Pacific Garden Mission, Chicago
Monday - Friday: 11:00 pm
Saturday: 2:00 am, 8:00 pm
Sunday: 2:00 am, 10:30 pm
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Sat.

Subject:  Re: Stanley

Date: 3/12/2011 1:14:42 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

Don't forget to call Marie later this afternoon

You need to talk with her.

No return call yet from the pastor at FB-Elon yet about any possible leads on housing etc near
campus

DrD

Sat, 3/12/11, early evening(?) Melanie called and talk with Marie (and me on spkr ph)

Subject:  ""Round ball* on Sunday

Date: 3/13/2011 1:32:07 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com
To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

Maryland beat NC State. :-( | don't remember who beat Maryland.

Today it is UNC Chapel Hill vs Duke for the ACC championship. - We have friends that are BIG
Duke fans, so we cheer for Duke - They are up 8-0! You join with us, you have to cheer for .... No, it
doesn't matter what bb team you cheer for. :-)

We're cheering for you and assembling a "cheer leader squad” / prayer team that doesn't know who
you are but they will all be praying for you and us as we show you Jesus and do battle with the forces of
Evil battling for your soul. We've only told them we've been asked to mentor someone who's coming up
from having gone down, away from God and now wants to come TO God.

I hope you watched Charles Stanley maybe on TV on his program, "In Touch." If not, watch the DVD
I sent. Marie said he was excellent as usual. She had a rough night and stayed home this morning; missed
"church," but watched Stanley. - Look in your Sunday newspaper for a TV guide for Sunday morning and
use a highlighter to mark "In Touch™ and set it aside for next Sunday.

Do you still have the blue Josh McDowell Daily Devotions book I bought you way back when? | have
run across the page for the day | bought it for you at Family Christian Stores - and you turned to the day -
May 9 - and it is about "'A-Maze-ing!"" and the maze of life and choices - and you said, ""That is
definitely my life; a maze." It is sitting right here next to my keyboard, a copy of that one page. - If not
that daily reading book, I'll send you one we can read together and have something to talk about on the
phone. - - Do you have the Bible Story Book | gave you? If not | can get us a couple copies and I'd like to
read and talk about the stories with you. - - Or am | overwhelming you and need to back off a tad?

Love and praying for you, Melanie,
DrD
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Subject: Re: Sat morn

Date: 3/21/2011 4:43:17 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com
To: Rdymmel@aol.com

Hey Mr. and Mrs. D,
First, I apologize for not getting back to you earlier than this.

Honestly, after our talk together on the phone | became completely overwhelmed. It was like after
years of not being in touch with God and needing to reacquaint myself...it takes a whole lot of work. Its
almost like not speaking with you for a week! (lol).

I have been watching in touch, and | do love it. It helps put things in perspective.

Also, thank you for the other Cd's and that great picture frame with the boats and everything else. We
can talk about it when | get through them all!!

As | have said before, please don't give up on me, | think | just want to move at a slower pace. There
is so much time, yet | feel like if | don't spend every minute of it learning and researching and praying
than I'm not good enough. I'm just getting used to this. Believe me, | want to, but right now I'm really
trying to transition as well. Personally, emotionally, religiously...with work, school, my health, my family
life... taking on so many tasks at once almost did me in.

But | am praying, and thanking God for the both of you everyday.

I am so sorry for taking so much of your time and your investment in me and then not speaking to
you for a week. | hope this hasn't tarnished the relationship too much already. Like | said before, I just
need to move slower, and | won't be as intimidated. Life is hard and | know prayer and faith, etc. are the
answer, I'm just learning how to use it in my everyday life. | really want to be a committed young lady
that can be held accountable. | think it's just that | expect absolute perfection of myself and it leads to a
terrible demise if | do.

Sorry for this rant of an email. | have been thinking of what to say for days.

Like I said before, | want to get through a lot of this material you sent me before I give you a call so
we have lots to talk about.

Thanks for always being there,
Melanie

Subject:  Your speed...

Date: 3/21/2011 8:18:58 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time (Mon.)
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com
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Melanie,

We’re not giving up on you and won’t. | was actually worried that something might have happened to
you to put you in a hospital or something.

We’re glad you’re watching In Touch. We try to catch him many Sunday mornings. Great teacher.
At whatever pace you want to go, we want to help you in this journey.

You said you need to get enrolled at Elon for Summer. To do that you’ll need a place to live... | just
happen to be a “helper.” Give me a problem and | just manage to stumble into solutions and answers...
like the empty space in a 3 girl apartment near campus, non-partying, a Bible studies senior.

Melanie, we’re your “cheerleaders” and want to be your “support team” and your “counselors” and
your “helpers.” You tell us something you need or a goal, and we’re going to give you suggestions,
encouragement, and be praying for you, wanting you to succeed!

You don’t need to be “sorry for taking so much of your time and your investment in me.” We
welcome the opportunity to invest in your future and eternity. We are excited for you! - And God doesn’t
require you to be perfect. In fact just the opposite. God wants you to admit you aren’t perfect so that He
can forgive you and turn you into something beautiful, “a new creation” is what the Bible says.

So, we want you to set a pace that isn’t intimidating or daunting for you so that you’ll keep on
keeping on. But we also want to encourage you to keep moving toward God. Don’t stop. Take small bites,
call us and we can talk about it. Don’t feel like you have to have lots to ask about. We’ll talk and answer
your guestions in small increments as you piece this together.

The question | asked about the Bible Story and Josh McDowell books... | was just offering... if you
would like to get on the phone or on Skype and read short piece together and talk and learn what the Bible
says through that means, we can. If not, okay. It was a suggestion. Your pace, Melanie.

You are mentioned daily in our prayers.
DrD & Mrs D

Subject:  here for you

Date: 3/23/2011 8:05:36 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time (Wed.)
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

Melanie,

I won’t/haven’t given up on you. I’'m here for you. | think you know that. God and | have been
patiently waiting... like in Luke 15:11-32 (or in a Egermeier’s Bible Story Book, p.449 in a 1969 ed. or
p.499 in a 1955 ed. or p.479 in a 1947 ed.; | don’t know which one I gave you or if you still have it, |
looked in the ones here by my desk). — And | am praying for you every day. My main prayer is that God
will make Himself so real to you and that you will yield and come to Him. And if we can help you in that
journey, that He will prepare us and open the doors for that.

I was told by "In Touch" that the videos of Dr Stanley's sermons are available to download at their
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podcast page. However, | have been unable to get Quicktime and iTunes to download and reinstall/update
on my computer. Hmmm! I'll have to work on that when | have time.

Marie and I signed up for a "first month free™ at an "upscale™ gym across town. verrry nice facility.
We did TWO 1 hr water exercise classes yesterday. Marie's quads were KILLING her last night. | and my
knees did just fine. This afternoon I'm doing an assessment interview session. maybe do some more
exercise. - We'll decide and make a final selection of enrolling at a gym by the end of the month (that's
when the promotion prices at the Rush may change, maybe).

You know you can call me any time.
DrD

I don’t want to overwhelm you or seem like I’m pushing you. | found a couple music videos - 1 was
sent to me (fun), and from that | found 2 others. So I’ll not send those along until Fri or Sat.

TEAM - A couple people that are praying with a common subject
Subject:  Re: Lost Diamond

Date: 3/30/2011 4:46:58 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: mjackson55@triad.rr.com
To: Rdymmel@aol.com

Rich, I have named our friend "Lost Diamond" to keep her constantly on my mind. She can become
precious in God's sight and the people around her if she can only find the courage to claim Jesus. Her
desire is to be there because she has told you. | will pray regularly for her to take that second step toward
victory when she drops the "Lost" part of her name.

Please let me know when she is ready.

Mike

In a message dated 3/30/2011 3:05:43 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, mjackson55@triad.rr.com writes:

Any news on Lost Diamond? I'm waiting

From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: mjackson55@triad.rr.com

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 4:20 PM
Subject: Re: Lost Diamond

I have not heard from her in over a week, almost 2 weeks. Been almost 2 weeks since she called last.
I did get an email from her on Monday 3-21.

I sent her a DVD of Charles Stanley's In Touch and also the web page and link and also encouraged
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her to look in the Sunday newspaper for the time and channel to watch on TV. - In her email she said "I
have been watching in touch, and I do love it."

Marie says I shouldn't "push her." I need to do like | do with children... let them come to me. If |
"push” she's liable to pull back. She had written in the email, "completely overwhelmed. It was like after
years of not being in touch with God and needing to reacquaint myself"

So we wait and pray.

Lawrence had said we should have a prayer meeting around the alter and lift her up. Last Sunday |
wrote her name on a slip of paper and literally laid her on the alter.

Thanks Michael.

Rich

Subject:  Re: Lost Diamond

Date: 3/30/2011 4:46:58 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: mjackson55@triad.rr.com
To: Rdymmel@aol.com

We can be patiently aggressive-prayer and faith

Subject:  pfyed

Date: 4/1/2011 8:23:35 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

That's all... just that | pfyed,M.
Dr D.

Subject:  Re: pfyed

Date: 4/1/2011 2:44:02 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

To: Rdymmel@aol.com

Thanks Dr. D,

I watch Charles Stanley whenever | can. Iv'e been reading a lot and listening to the CD's in my car. |
would love to hear some of the bible stories, | think it's a great way to start.

As always, thank you for your patience and support. It makes a huge difference in my life.

Melanie
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Subject:  Re: pfyed

Date: 4/1/2011 10:08:41 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

Soo0 good to hear from you, Melanie.

How are your problems / situation with student loans and enrolling and class sequence at Elon
coming along? And did those girls ever call you about sharing the apartment? - | thought that was a very
cool contact... | "just happen™ to be in Elon for my doctor appointment; "just happen" to decide to run by
FB-Elon; from there to see the pastor; "just happen™ to drive down the road and see the apartment sign;
"just happen" that the manager was in; "just happen" that she had ONE apartment with 2 girls that
apparently aren't big partyers that might want a 3rd Senior, so | gave her your name and # to pass on
(that's how they do that).

You wrote... "l watch Charles Stanley whenever | can.” - Would you like me to put the podcast video
on a DVD and send it to you each week? -- iTunes only wants to burn the video as a data disk that can
only be watched on a computer. | was experimenting and just burned "3/27/11, Jesus_The Seeking
Savior" which then is able to be opened in Windows Media Viewer, or whatever video software you
might have. If you missed it on TV last weekend, it is really good. Did you see it? Want it on a disc?

"listening to the CD's in my car" - | hope you are liking the music. You know what's around you. See
if there is a KLOVE station around that you can listen in your car. www.klove.com Right close to the
center of the window it says "Find a Radio Station."

"would love to hear some of the bible stories™ - Well, I'd love to read Bible stories and talk about
them with you. - | have pairs of a couple editions of the Bible Story Book. | can send you one so we can
be reading together from the same edition and page.

We're letting you initiate, call, etc. so we don't "push" you. (Although we are "pushing™ - "push"
being: Pray Until Something Happens.) - So you tell me when you want to call and talk or Skype and talk.
(Wed evening isn't good.) (You can call my cell ph # any time.)

Pfyed.
DrD

Subject:  Re: still pfyed

Date: 4/10/2011 6:54:17 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

To: Rdymmel@aol.com

Hey Dr. D!

So sorry for my blank email. My computer is getting old, and will honestly erase everything in one stroke
without me knowing about it....especially when most of the time I'm not looking at the screen when | send
it...trying to rectify this bad habit.
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| DID say | want to read bible stories! | had said in my email from before that I DO need another copy,
but I would get it myself if you could tell me the edition, title, etc.

Can't wait to hear from you again.
Thank you, as always.

Melanie

Subject:  Re: still pfyed

Date: 4/10/2011 8:11:42 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

Hey, girl.

We are eager to talk with you and mentor you to help you get to where you said you want your life to
get to. Let's talk about some sort of regular schedule where we can talk. Okay? Maybe 1x a week
minimum?

Did you see Charles Stanley today on TV? You can watch him online, too. Today was about
"Confidence" and seeing yourself the way God sees you (this morning's email included a few
notes/quotes from his sermon on TV this morning/today.

(1) 'will put a 1969 Egermeier's Bible Story Book in the mail in the morning (1969 is the year Marie
and | got married) - | have bought a couple copies so I'd have one for you. My Stamps.com says it will
take 3 days to get to you... so you should get it Thur.

(2) So what is happening with preparations to return to Elon? - And I assume you'll need a roof over
your head. Have you been able to connect with either or any of the contacts I've sent you? The one from
the pastor sounds great, and only $300 a month, if it is near campus which he thought it was, or close to
the Elon campus bus route.

(3) Call me! - Here's how my schedule tends to work out... Monday morning (tomorrow) Banks and |
will be attending the taping of several TV programs with Dr Alex McFarland. He's starting an apologetics
show on TCT (Total Christian Television). Alex was President of Southern Evangelical Seminary in
Charlotte that organizes and does the Nation Conference on Christian Apologetics every Fall. A
FANTASTIC weekend. - He resigned SES to change his focus. He's now a member at South EIm Street
and travels nationally to speak. I'll leave about 10 and not be home until about 1p. Then leave at 8p to
clean out a Panera Bakery. On Tu morning, it's leave at 9a to hit the gym/pool and then distribute bread
until maybe 1:30-2p. Wed morning 9-12a is booked, and 5:15p leave for dinner, Bible study, choir and
not home until 8:45 or so. Thur and Fri is 9-11 at the gym/pool then open the rest of the afternoon and
evening.

pfyed,M.

DrD@
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Subject:  Re: pfy

Date: Sat., 4/23/2011 3:03:34 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

To: rdymmel@aol.com

Sat., 4/23/2011 3
Hey!

I just got your book a few days ago! | LOVE it. I'm reading it right now, actually. | hope your having a
great time on vacation, it sounds like your pretty busy!

I have given a lot of thought to what you have said. | have bought a planner of sorts and have been
writing down my daily thoughts...trying to sort out through the rubble.

I will give you a call. Have a great Easter!

Melanie

have YOU on my mind and in a prayer. And the Lord told me to write it down to send to you. To
write my thoughts, my prayer.

Melanie... | like “Melanie” because you have to smile when you say it... Melanie. “nie” = ©

Maybe this was partly triggered in my mind because of the “Buckley report” on the news just before |
went to sleep. He talked about a guy who is bipolar who has put his thoughts and experience in a blog and
in a bunch of YouTube videos. Maybe you’re bipolar? You told us enough to know there are eating,
alcohol, drug, and marijuana issues... maybe more that you haven’t told us. And so I was praying...

Lord, You are the answer to Melanie’s problems. | remember way back at Elon, the counselor (what
was her name?) said ‘Melanie wants to tell you what’s been going on, but not right now; but she wants to
tell you.’

Melanie’s long phone conversations a few weeks ago talked about having been in rehab - | remember
sitting in the Fireside Lounge with her and she told me about her friend / fellow student that had recently
died at a rehab hospital. How the parents had said that she was there for an eating disorder, but how
Melanie knew it was drugs and alcohol. - Melanie told us of her going to rehab and bouts of pancreatitis
and now AA and MA meetings - drugs and alcohol. Lord, YOU are the answer she needs.

She told us she wants “what we have.” and how she wants to go to church with us on Sunday and
Wednesday and sing in the choir and the Sunday School class when she comes back to Elon. Lord, YOU
are what we have. It’s not “church,” it’s YOU.

Lord, YOU are the answer to Melanie’s life. Whatever it is she’s pursuing or whatever she’s running
from, she needs to run to YOU. YOU are the answer. You have a plan for Melanie. | guess that plan is to
let her slip down to where she finally realizes YOU are her only hope.

Lord, You have had me standing by for her. Lord, now we are at another one of those points where |
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need You to give me patience to just wait for her to ask for help from us to point her to You. Like You
said to me the other day, ‘I’m patient with you, you can be patient with Melanie.’

As | went back in the files to search for that counselor’s name at Elon, | reread several of the notes
that went back and forth. Notes where Melanie said she trusted in You. Was that really true back then? Or
was she just saying what she thought | wanted to hear? Only You know that. From her most recent phone
conversations, it sounds like she is seeking You to take a priority in her life. It sounds like she really
wants to let You take over. Or is it her ... her | don’t know what, just talking? Yet ... well, I’m real
confused as to her direction. ... In one of those emails of years ago she said she couldn’t “keep up with my
pace,” but asked me not to give up on her. And I repeatedly wrote to her in large print: “l won’t give up
on you.” “I’m not giving up on you.” “God loves you and so do I.” - And so we “wait upon the Lord,”
again, Your timing. My job is to wait and be ready. My job is to just tell Melanie that | haven’t given up
on her and that You haven’t given up on her and that You and we care about her.

So my ongoing prayer is that You draw Melanie closer to Yourself. | can’t. Only You can. And in
Your Word You said it is Your will that none should perish but that all should come to the knowledge of
You and have eternal life. So I know it is right to pray for Melanie to come into an intimate relationship
with You. So | know You will draw her. But | know You’ve given us a free will to accept or reject You.
Oh, how I pray Melanie will come to You and not turn away again. And if we are to be Your instruments
to help her, let us, strengthen us, give us the right things to say and do to help her on her journey to You.

Amen.

| found this that | sent you back in Feb 3, 06:
The Back Pew - Jeff Larson

Not money, fame, slimmer waistline, full head of
hair, smaller nose, whiter teeth, better grades.
more chocolate, pizza, cooler family, etc etc

Mt 9:18-26

She knew and had faith that He had the power to
heal her, if she could just get even close enough to just touch Him. — Look up the story in the Bible |
gave you. — Matthew 9:18-26
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On 2/18/06 | wrote you:

Jeremiah 29:11... look it up in that New Century Bible I gave you. | like the way it reads in that
translation. God has a PLAN for Melanie Manley. And it is a terrific, great, good plan that pulls all your
experiences in life together. The question is, will you let Him work it out in and for you? — | think there
are some painful things in your life. I wish | could help put a Band-Aid and a little healing ointment on it
and help it heal. Maybe | can’t do anything more than to tell you I care about you, you are important to
me. But God can heal any hurt. “God is bigger than ANYthing.”

Jer 29:11-13 NCV: | know what | am planning for you,” says the LORD. “I have good plans for you,
not plans to hurt you. I will give you hope and a good future.
2Then you will call my name. You will come to me and pray to me, and | will listen to you. **You will
search for me. And when you search for me with all your heart, you will find me!

And on 2/26/06 | wrote to you:

Somewhere | feel there is a deep hurt in you. | sure wish I knew how to heal you. I guess all | can do
is just keep tellin’ ya’ that I care about ya’. Maybe that’s enough. God loves ya enough to heal the fatal
condition of our sin.

Here’s a little band-aid. Stick it somewhere to remind you that love is a great healer.
And who luvs ya, kid? God does... and | do, too.

Subject:  in the speedometer...

Date: 6/10/2011 9:23:36 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: missmelaniemanley@gmail.com

[A prayer reminder list stuck in the speedometer
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of my van.]

6/7/11 - Update
To the prayer team:

| found out that our “Lost Diamond” was in the hospital. In Sunday School I told Michael Jackson...
you’ve heard the rumors that “Michael Jackson” was dead, like Elvis... Well, Michael said, “Where is
she? Can we go visit her?” | said, “She’s in (a state) 340 miles away.” Michael said, “So when do we go?
I’ll go with you.” “Monday is my only time this week.” “Okay, let’s go.” - | called and talked with her
and her dad to okay coming. | told her | was bringing Michael Jackson with me. | told her, “You’ve heard
the rumors about Elvis and sightings, and the rumors about Michael Jackson; well, I’m bring Michael
with me to visit you.” 'Okay. Sure,” she said. - And so we (Rich & Michael Jackson) left at 7am got there
at 12:30 as she was eating lunch; then we 3 went to the hospital cafeteria so Mike and I could have some
lunch.

[In the cafeteria, Roy, Melanie’s dad arrived and joined us.]

(Michael offered to share the driving, but in case you're among those that don't know Michael, he’s blind.
But he was good company and a great prayer partner all day.)

Had a good visit. Prayed with/for/over her a couple times.
Really don’t feel | can tell you any more than that. - Continue to pray for her physical and spiritual health.

Thanks,

Rich § Marie
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Subject:  Prayer

Date: 6/11/2011 6:11:15 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com
To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

Good morning, Lord. I woke up fairly early with Melanie on my mind, so | assumed it was you. | felt
like you saying | should write part of this conversation with you and send it to her. So... In Lawrence's
sermon a couple weeks ago, he said it was a powerful thing to listen to someone pray for you. And | said
to myself | should write one of my prayers and send it to Melanie. And I wrote it, but | didn't send it. This
morning | guess You want me to follow through on that.

Lord, You know Melanie needs healing. YOU are the Great Physician. You made and formed
Melanie. You knew her when you formed her in the belly as You said to ... was it Isaiah? ... YOU know
exactly what is going on that has drained her physically. You know exactly what damage she may have
done to herself over her years. | don't know if or how You would or IF You would, but | would ask You
to touch and heal her physically. You could perform a miracle. You could direct the doctors' minds and
hands. But my prayer would be for physical healing and that Melanie KNOW that it was YOU that healed
her.

But even more than physical healing, Lord, | ask that You touch her spirit. I know that her spirit is
wounded. She says she wants what we have. And what we have is YOU. I've done what You've asked of
me... keep on telling her that You love her and that | do too. And I know that You can only do so much.
You can draw her, woo her, but You leave the final choice up to Melanie. She has to make that decision
and choice. Just as you delivered the Israelites from bondage in Egypt, led them and fed them, when they
reached that decision point at the edge of the promised land, they said, "No." And you led/left them to
their choice... wondering in the desert until they all died. Oh how | wish Melanie would not say "No"
again. When she was here 5 years ago, | thought maybe she had stepped over the line and wanted to
choose You; but apparently she choose "the world." Oh, how I pray that she sees the path and the end of
that path and would make the choice for You now.

Melanie says that | want her to "go too fast," that she "can't keep up my pace." But, Lord, She was
saying that 5 and more years ago. In that time, it appears that she moved not slowly in the "right"
direction, but away from You. For most of us it is a life-long process, slow and gradual. For some the
initial start is rapid. For some even the beginning is slow. And after the "start™ it is still a life-long
process. But, Lord, she said she wants "it." Does she mean that? Only You know. Only You and Melanie.
And if we are the instrument You want to use to help her onto the path, help direct her along the path, we
are Your servants. Give us the right things to say and do that will help Melanie find You and grow in her
life with You.

Usually when I'm here at Mom's in Florida, when | sit at the computer and write anything, the Sun is
brightly screaming in the window at me. This is so early that the Sun hasn't risen yet. It's DARK. The
window is BLACK. Maybe the "object lesson" for me is that You WILL shine. Just like the Sun WILL
come up in a little while here, Your light WILL shine into Melanie's darkness and brighten her soul, just
as | know the Sun will soon rise and flood in through the window in front of me. Oh, how | pray that for
Melanie. That You would flood her soul with Your love, Your peace. - But, Lord, I'm impatient. | want
that to happen sooner rather than later. But like in the past, in other situations, You told me, "She has to
learn something first, then it will happen. I told YOU just to keep on praying for her and to tell you that
you and I care about her, and it WILL happen.” I'm still impatient. I've been patient, Lord. I've been
praying for her for 7, 8 years? Maybe 9?7 Whatever. Just like the Sun will come up what You time it to,
You can make the "Sun" light get to Melanie. In the Bible You made the Sun stop and extend the day for
Israel. And Banks found legends on the other side of the Earth from Israel about a night that was 24 hours
long. YOU send the light; You send the dark; You control it ALL. But | can still ask that You send the



DRAFT - 8/26/2013, 5/21/14 46

"light" to Melanie as | have been for all this time.

This new life with You, | can see how Melanie might be afraid to take those first real steps. Anything
new can be a bit scary. Lord, | pray that You give her the confidence to start out, get started down the
path.

I can't do anything more than be available to be Your instrument, Your tool, a "travel guide” for
Melanie, if that's what You want me to be. That and to continue to tell Melanie that You love her and only
want the best for her, and that | love her too.

So | close as usual, holding Melanie up to You, that you would touch her, that You would woo her,
that she would respond and be drawn close to You.

Amen.

Subject:  pfy

Date: 6/12/2011 3:10:15 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

Lord, You're not going to let me go back to sleep until I've written down what I'm praying for
Melanie, are You?

She's got problems, she got "demons,” and maybe actual and not figurative demons that are
interfering with her getting to You. These physical issues... Lord, I'm concerned that they didn't solve her
problem and sent her on her way with a handful of pills... I'm afraid that will just contribute to furthering
another problem for her.

You know how it's my nature to solve problems, and this one, another one of Melanie's problems,
issues, is driving me crazy. There is nothing I can DO to help her. Medicaid, a student insurance available
through school, something somewhere has got to be available to pay for her to get help with whatever it is
that is going on physically resolved. She's 27... can she, with no income, get her own Medicaid, welfare,
etc.?

Ultimately, she needs YOU, Lord. Melanie has got such messes in her life... physically, emotionally,
relationships, spiritually, ...... SO much that needs healing. That she called and turned to us back at the
end of February to somehow help her get to You... she said she wants what we have, and what we have is
YOU as Lord, and then something or some thingS have somehow seemingly derailed her being able to
move.... More "demons" or demons ... | think Satan has chosen Melanie to wage WAR over her. Maybe
right now he has her soul and he intends to fight to keep her. YOU, Lord, are stronger! | pray that You
defeat Satan in this battle! That you remove the barriers that are in Melanie's path so that she can freely
make her choice for You and move on toward You.

Will she even read this? Does she read the notes and these prayers? Does it encourage her? - | don't
know. She doesn't answer when | ask questions. - Is Satan even blocking somehow my efforts to reach
out a lifeline to her? ... Am | falling back to "me" when my thoughts go that direction? ... And I return to -
You told me to just keep on telling her "You love her and that | love her." That's my part. The rest is up to
You. And my part includes her knowing that | pray for her every day.

Thank You for her brief call yesterday. That encourages me to keep on keeping on in this battle with
Satan for Melanie. I'm reminded of that chapter in Daniel - the angel is delayed because the Prince
(angel/demon) of Persia delayed him by fighting with him and You had to send in Gabriel to take on that
fight so the angel with the answer could get to Daniel. There are real demons that wage war with angels in
a real yet invisible realm around us. Send in another angel to fight for Melanie! She losing! The enemy is
winning! The battle is raging over Melanie's soul!

And so once again, Lord, ... and You are LORD; Lord over everything, Creator, El Shadai, Lord God
almighty, the Ancient of Days, sovereign God, the eternal I AM, Adonai, ... once again, | hold Melanie up
before You to work the miracle of a new heart, the miracle of new life in her soul. And, Lord, she needs -
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I think - a few miracles in several areas of her life. But YOU KNOW exactly what Melanie needs. And at
the bottom, underlying all the rest, she needs YOU as the basis and foundation for her life.. this life and
the next life.

Now can | go back to sleep, Lord?

Amen

7/5/2011
Melanie,

Would welcome a call where we can talk.

Let’s see... Mon., 6/6, Michael & | drove up to see you in the hospital in Maryland after | found out
you were in the hospital.

When | found out where you were, | called Michael Jackson (no, not that one, the Original Michael
Jackson) on the “prayer team for Melanie” to tell him you were in the hospital. “So when do we go and
see her?!” he said. “She’s in a hospital in Maryland,” | said. “So when do we go and see her?” he
repeated. “I’ll check and see what’s going on and get back to you.”

I called and she could have visitors. So I called Michael back.

“So when do we leave?” he said.

“How about 5:30 tomorrow morning?”

“I’ll be ready. Pick me up. But you’ll have to do all the driving.” (Michael is totally blind... and has a
great sense of humor.)

We drove about 6 hours to Maryland. Spent an hour or so with Melanie, had lunch, her dad came in
and we all chatted. Then Michael and | drove back.

7/25/11
Melanie,

We have 3 of the grandkids here at the house for a couple days. Monday afternoon and finishing
after dinner, we watched “Herbie, Fully Loaded.” Cute movie... It’s about a relationship between her and
her VW. She is questioning; then trusting; then gives him up, turns away; then tries to recover the
relationship... Just before “the big race,” she tells Herbie, “I’m glad you didn’t give up on me.” - Right
there, | thought of you; and how many times you had written to me, “Please don’t give up on me.” - Get
or rent the movie. It’s a good evening’s entertainment.

Well... I got this email from FB on Sunday. “Hi Richard, Melanie confirmed you as a friend on
Facebook.” A “friend” on FB means ... means it’s a click and if | come to your FB page | can write on it
or if you broadcast that you “went shopping today” I’d get that note. What is more important is being a
friend in real life. You asked us to be a friend and guide for real life ... and then you “disappear.” You
didn’t even tell us when you go in or out of the hospital. - - How are you doing? Any solutions? - -

Well, | haven’t given up on you. I still pfyed.

And we’d still like to be a real friend and guide.

Subject:  Hi, Melanie

Date: 8/22/2011 6:13:07 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com
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Mon., 8/22/11
Hi, Melanie.

Well, how are you doing physically? | hope someone has figured out your problem and helped you.

Summer 2 has ended. How did you do with the Summer 1 and 2 classes? Haven’t heard from you in
SO long. Coming up next Tuesday is the first day of class for Fall 2011. Are you coming to campus???

When you get today’s “daily thought,” I talk about a felon / ex-drug user who went from a full-ride
scholarship college student to convicted felon by his choices. Then in prison he came to own Jesus “in
here (heart), not just in here (pointing to his head).” He gave a great concert Sunday night; wish you could
have been here. I’ll find out if they made a tape of it - his music and his speaking. If they did, I’ll transfer
it to a CD and send it to you.

We’re praying for you. But we’re also waiting for you to follow through and make some sort of
move. ... Somehow | really feel, Michael said it when we were there that Monday, that there is something
else going on that you’re not telling. -- There are people here that can help you, if you’ll let us.

Attached is the weekly “informer” from South EIm Street Baptist. Note, being Baptist, eating together
starts on Wednesdays. And then on Sept 11", “homecoming,” when Dr Alex McFarland will be the
speaker. - Alex is a published author, apologist, past president of Southern Evangelical Seminary in
Charlotte. He resigned as president to be a traveling evangelist, and does a weekly TV show. Now he is
also a member at SESBC.

Still pfyed,M. I “haven’t given up on you,” but without any response from you, it’s hard to be really
___... I’'m having difficulty finding an appropriate word. - - I’m sure your AA and MA groups say
something like “we can’t make you, you have to want to.”

I’m still here. Marie is still here. Ruthella is still here. Lawrence and Chad are still here. All willing to
help you with your life... but ...

Pfyed,M.
DrD

Subject: Tag

Date: 9/6/2011 3:21:35 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

Tag. You're it. Your turn to call me.

(1) Whenever. For whatever.

(2) Wed dinners start NEXT Wed. - Dinner is 5:30-6:15; church 6:30-7:30; choir 7:45-8:30
(3) Sunday. Sunday school is at 9:40 followed by "church™ at 11 - 12.

Next Sunday is "Homecoming" and Alex McFarland is the speaker instead of Lawrence; followed by
dinner under a big tent.

Are you still interested in what we talked about last February? Not to distract you from school work.
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We don't want to totally occupy you, that's not what we'd want to do. But to lead you into what we have
that you said you wanted for yourself.

Talk to us.

I HAVE to say | am a bit disappointed that you have been here for 6 weeks or so and all that I've
emailed and sent you and you didn't call. - There | said it. Done. Over with. Moving on...

Dr. D.

9/30/2011

Well, Melanie, I have been seriously thinking that | need to “give up on you.” - Then God puts
several dark green Villager vans in front of me - those remind me of you, like when | caught up with you
in the gas station before you drove home for the weekend that time, and | prayed over you. And this
morning, as | browse my email inbox, CrossCards.com had sent October screen wallpapers. One was this
one, off on the side, “Today’s featured...”: http://www.crosscards.com/wallpaper/monthly-
calendars/octobe/october-211-autumn-b|essins.htm|

—~

? R/
Alutumn < )w_\sr'u-.;_\

Here, I’ll blow up the verse in the corner...

utumn lessings

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

I have gotten “weary” praying over you. Galatians 6:9 says there will be a harvest if | don’t give up
(on you). — So I’ll keep on praying for you. - But I’m weary of writing and calls with no response.

Pfyed,M.

Dr.D.

And as | was thinking about / praying for you, this song came on the radio on KLOVE, and | thought
about how you need healing. And then I found the lyrics for you. And then | found all these various
videos. 1, 2, and then 3. Oh, that 3" one puts the “healing™ in perspective. You don’t have to be perfect,
you have to admit you’re not perfect, you can’t be your own Savior, you need Jesus to be your Savior.

Tenth Avenue North - Healing Begins

This 1% one is a “music video”... Then a link to the video with scenes from the movie that used the

song...
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“... It's an unofficial video to Tenth Avenue North's hit single "Healing Begins.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LartL 77Nugs

NEW Tenth Avenue North - Healing Begins [The Grace Card Film] - Music Videos

[Good, thoughtful film; I liked it.]

http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=92C2F1NU

Tenth Avenue North - ""Healing Begins™ Video Journal

[This “conversation,” confession; God already saw you. - Healing from .. the Gospel is ‘I am a bum, |
need a Savior’ ... James 5... the healing he’s talking about is the healing from having to be our own
Savior...’]

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QF1X9VvQbD4

These next 2 are the lyrics and music...

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFUHrXfuNU4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LartL 77Nugs

So you thought you had to keep this up
All the work that you do
So we think that you're good
And you can't believe it's not enough
All the walls you built up
Avre just glass on the outside

So let 'em fall down

There's freedom waiting in the sound
When you let your walls fall to the ground
We're here now

This is where the healing begins, oh

This is where the healing starts

When you come to where you're broken within

The light meets the dark, The light meets the dark

Afraid to let your secrets out

Everything that you hide

Can come crashing through the door now
But too scared to face all your fear

So you hide but you find

That the shame won't disappear

So let it fall down

There's freedom waiting in the sound
When you let your walls fall to the ground
We're here now, We're here now, oh

This is where the healing begins, oh

This is where the healing starts

When you come to where you're broken within
The light meets the dark  The light meets the dark

Sparks will fly as grace collides
With the dark inside of us
So please don't fight
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This coming light
Let this blood come cover us
His blood can cover us

This is where the healing begins, oh
This is where the healing starts

When you come to where you're broken within
The light meets the dark  The light meets the dark

A “TEAM” to pray for Melanie

Subject:  prayer request

Date: 10/13/2011 3:08:14 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time

From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: rdymmel@aol.com

BCC: Sellstroms@aol.com, JDymmel@gmail.com, Ruthellal@aol.com,

KKTuckerl015@gmail.com, SSabin49@aol.com, krehdaddy@yahoo.com, MJackson55@triad.rr.com,
jimnweezie@gmail.com, MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

Thur., 10/12/2011

To: Anna, Jim, Walt, Sheila, Susan, Chad, Lawrence, Ron, Cathy, [the original] Michael Jackson,
Ruthella, Ken, Kathy, - that’s 13, + Marie and myself = 15

(and to “Lost Diamond”)
Update and specific prayer request

Yesterday | started reading the second “Kid - Heaven” book. I had finished “Heaven is for real,” the
one about the 3 yr old with the ruptured appendix who relates things about Heaven that a 3 year old
wouldn’t know. - A great read! And it’s in short chapters and segments - great for stopping to
comprehend what you just read - and good for ADD people like me.

Then yesterday | started reading “The Boy Who Came Back From Heaven.” Today’s reading - “God
timing?” - while | was waiting in a doctor’s waiting room... for almost an hour... I got into the part of the
book where they had an “army” of people praying for Alex, the 6 yr old with the “internally decapitated”
spine - skull connection from a car accident.

“Prayer. Prayer! Prayer! A prayer ARMY!” .. It yelled at me. A prayer army had assembled to
pray for Alex. Our “Lost Diamond” needs a prayer army!

Why?! Because the person | enlisted you to prayer for, | just found out yesterday around noon, is in a
hospital, had been for a couple days, and has been escalated to a specialist in another hospital.

Because of HIPA laws and confidentiality, | can’t tell you where or why they are in a hospital. | can’t
tell you how I discovered they were in the hospital, or anything more right now.
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- And I’m hiding their email address from all ya’ll as part of the confidentially. I’m hiding all your
emails. But the names at the top are that they will know there is a small army praying for them.

I will tell you that our “Lost Diamond” is in a hospital, and, 1’ve been praying often for her since
yesterday. And prompted by the reading of the book, | feel especially urged to ask this “small army” to
pray for our “Lost Diamond.”

Thanks,
Rich

Lord, You know every cell in their body - You made them - You knew them before they were born.
You know the roads they have traveled in life. Okay, I’m not about to tell You how to do things. Your
ways are higher than my ways, Your thoughts higher than my thoughts, You are sovereign, the Creator of
the universe and everything in it. Maybe you have allowed them to travel the roads they choose because
that’s what it would take to lead them to a point of realizing that YOU are the only answer. Whatever and
whyever, | lift our “Lost Diamond” up before you and ask for Your healing touch - through a miracle,
through the miracle of a doctor’s knowledge and skill, however. But IF | were to add one more piece, it
would be that they realize that YOU are the ultimate answer to life, this life and the next life. -- And |
pray for Your intervention in their life, and | pray that You step in in such a way that they KNOW it is
You that heals, and that YOU love them and only want good for them. -- And | pray this in the strong
name of Jesus. Amen.

Subject:  About the "Army"

Date: 10/13/2011 7:05:09 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

Melanie,

You were supposed to call us when you arrived and settled in at Chapel Hill. - You didn't. - It's just
that we ARE a couple of people that DO care about you. And there are others, too.

In the other email earlier. Those 13 people don't even know your name, except for Michael Jackson
and Lawrence, they know your name. But they committed to pray for you. Michael is the one who first
tagged you as a "Lost Diamond" that God will "find" some day.

So now you know. Not only do *I* pray for you, you have an "army" praying for you. Most of them
only know you as "Lost Diamond" and as someone that | asked them to put on their prayer list.

Pfyed,M.

Dr. D.

* kh kkk kK

Subject:  3am this time
Date: 10/18/2011 3:26:51 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com
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To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

I woke up with a couple things on my mind. After reading just a couple pages of the book, "The boy
who came back from heaven," and how one day he was panicking because he couldn't SAY the name
Jesus, he was under attack by Satan, and they prayed... And | was thinking about someone else who is
under attack and what I might do to help them and started praying for that situation and person... Then,
duh, | felt prompted to pray for you, Melanie... and that you are under attack by the evil one; that he has
you and attacks at his whim. He doesn't want you to choose Jesus. And | felt led to write you to tell you
that | am praying for you... now.

Lord, is it Satan that has a grip on Melanie? Is that why when she took that step toward You by
calling us last February, she just as suddenly stopped? Lord, Jesus, ... You ARE Lord, sovereign King,
Almighty God... | pray in the strong name of Jesus that You rebuke Satan and set an angel in his way to
free Melanie from his grip.

| feel like he has so many "hooks™ in her. - her past with eating issues that go back, drugs, alcohol,
self esteem, whatever and all those kinds of things that are attacking her and keeping her from realizing
the life that You offer and freely give and are waiting to give her. You said that You came to give life and
that it is an abundant life that You give. But the devil wants to keep her imprisoned, chained. Lord, free
Melanie from his grip that she can heal - physically, but more importantly, spiritually. That is what | feel
You want me to pray for Melanie right now, at this early hour.

Praying for you, Melanie. - But you need to grab on to Jesus, too.

Pfyed,M.

Call me... almost any time. | will be unavailable today (Tu) from about 7:30 until maybe 10a. Then
sometime after maybe 10a, | will be on the road again headed across Michigan from the Lake Michigan

side to the Detroit area, spending the evening and night there before spending 11 hr on the road Wed to
get back to NC.

If you'll call me, and tell me where you are, I'd come and pray over you, take you to the grocery store,
talk, etc. And if you like, I'd bring Michael Jackson with me again.

Dr.D.

Subject:  4:20 - 4:30am

Date: 10/18/2011 4:32:48 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

| kept reading, kept praying...

There is a battle going on over you, over your soul and over your body... A spiritual battle. A fight on
the invisible, spiritual, and very real realm. I'm serious. I've said this for years.

In the book of Daniel the angel with the message is detained by an evil angel, a demon, named the
Prince of Persia. - "principalities,” and "powers" and "rulers."

Ephesians 6:12

New International Version (©1984)
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

New Living Translation (©2007)
For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the
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unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

King James Bible (Cambridge Ed.)
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

International Standard Version (©2008)
For our struggle is not against human opponents, but against rulers, authorities, cosmic powers in the
darkness around us, and evil spiritual forces in the heavenly realm.

Aramaic Bible in Plain English (©2010)
Because your fight has not been with flesh and blood, but with Principalities and The Rulers and The
Powers of this dark world and with wicked spirits which are under Heaven.

It's 4:30 now. | need to get SOME sleep. | have to get about 6:30; quick breakfast at 7; check out;
leave by 7:30; 15 minute drive to be there before 8a.

Praying for you.

Dr. D.

Subject: 3 things

Date: 11/3/2011 8:56:40 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

Hey girl,

As always... you are in my prayers. - - And now that | know a little more, I can pray for specific
things for you in this life, in addition to praying for your spiritual life.

Pfyed, M.

Dr. D.

On my way home, as | passed the Elon P.O., a dark green Mercury Villager van was pulling into the
PO parking lot. Seeing one of those always reminds me to pray for you, right then. - - | see those green

Villagers often... How many of those can there still be running around?!?! - - It's "a God-thing" that He
uses to remind me to pray for you.

And | left a message that you subconsciously want me to come back about something, or take you
somewhere (like grocery shopping for some fresh strawberries, or whatever), because you also left your
grey hooded sweatshirt in my van.

I guess that's 5 things | wanted to tell you, not 3.

Subject:  Monday

Date: 11/4/2011 10:30:42 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

While waiting for the windshield installer, while waiting for the OnStar install, ... | started rereading a
book I'd read before ... Oh how | wish you'd give me 15 minutes to read the first 16 pages to you. ... It
seemed to so fit your feelings Friday afternoon. And maybe you'd like to read the rest of the book. Your
feelings and attitude and spirit were so deflated, so depleted, so "thirsty,” so "dry," | wanted to cry with
you and for you. The book is Come Thirsty [and drink to fill and satisfy your thirst in life].

Your hooded zipped sweatshirt... If I don't see you this weekend, Monday looks like this: Water
exercise (optional) (10:30-11:30); appt at the Sleep Clinic in B'ton (1:00-1:30). Then | am available to (1)
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drop off your sweatshirt, (2) take you wherever you need to go if you need to go, i.e. Graham, SS office,
Drivers License, groceries for fresh, crisp, lettuce, strawberries, yogert, Chick-fil-A for a salad, whatever.
Pfyed,M.
Dr.D.

Subject:  Monday

Date: 11/4/2011 10:31:49 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: Rdymmel@aol.com

To: MissMelanieManley@gmail.com

While waiting for the windshield installer, while waiting for the OnStar install, ... | started rereading a
book I'd read before ... Oh how | wish you'd give me 15 minutes to read the first 16 pages to you. ... It
seemed to so fit your feelings Friday afternoon. And maybe you'd like to read the rest of the book. Your
feelings and attitude and spirit were so deflated, so depleted, so "thirsty,” so "dry,” | wanted to cry with
you and for you. The book is Come Thirsty [and drink to fill and satisfy your thirst in life].

Your hooded zipped sweatshirt... If | don't see you this weekend, Monday looks like this: Water
exercise (optional) (10:30-11:30); appt at the Sleep Clinic in B'ton (1:00-1:30). Then | am available to (1)
drop off your sweatshirt, (2) take you wherever you need to go if you need to go, i.e. Graham, SS office,
Drivers License, groceries for fresh, crisp, lettuce, strawberries, yogert, Chick-fil-A for a salad, whatever.

Pfyed,M.

Dr.D.

Tu, 11/8/11
Melanie,

You told me that you “don’t check your email that often,” so, since the C&WC was already at the
mailing service (and it will head to Maryland, and | forgot to hand it to you when | was with you) |
decided that I would run to Elon this morning after my 9am “little car customer appointment” and include
among today’s errands, putting it and this in your campus box, since you said you check that regularly. -
the C&WC, today’s email thought and this...

As | was about to send today’s email, | decided I needed a little encouraging music. | clicked on
KLOVE.com. The song that came on within a couple seconds was Chris Rice singing his “Untitled
Hymn.” 1t’s what 1’d say to you. Here’s the lyrics from the KLOVE website as the song played.

And as this played, as | followed reading the words, there are tears running down my cheeks for you,
Melanie; your present discouragement, your present health, your present struggles, for you finding peace
with Jesus, ...

“What we have,” Melanie, is (a) a peace, a relationship, with God that (b) affects everything we do
and how we live. We’d like to help you find that peace if you’d let us. It’s not “another obligation” that
imposes on life’s schedule, - you talked about “not having time to commit to Sunday morning,
Wednesday, etc., " it’s a way of living. A relationship with Jesus is about peace, knowing He WILL work
everything out in the end. - | get stressed sometimes, but that’s when I start looking at ME figuring it out
instead of looking “up.”



DRAFT - 8/26/2013,5/21/14

Chris Rice, “Untitled Hymn” (CD: Run The Earth...Watch the Sky)

Weak and wounded sinner,
Lost and left to die,
O, raise your head for Love is passing by

Come to Jesus,
Come to Jesus,
Come to Jesus and live

Now your burden's lifted,
And carried far away,

And precious blood has washed away the stain...

SO

Sing to Jesus,
Sing to Jesus ,
Sing to Jesus and live

And like a newborn baby,

Don't be afraid to crawl,

And remember when you walk sometimes we
fall... so

Fall on Jesus,
Fall on Jesus,
Fall on Jesus and live

Sometimes the way is lonely,
And steep and filled with pain,

So if your sky is dark and pours the rain... then

Cry to Jesus,
Cry to Jesus,
Cry to Jesus and live

O, and when the love splills over,

And music fills the night,

And when you can't contain you joy inside...
then

Dance for Jesus,
Dance for Jesus,
Dance for Jesus and live

And with your final heartbeat,

Kiss the world goodbye,

Then go in peace, and laugh on Glory's side...
and

Fly to Jesus,
Fly to Jesus,
Fly to Jesus and live

Fly to Jesus,
Fly to Jesus,
Fly to Jesus and live

56
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Chapter 7 - 2012 - 2013

January 2012

Surgery for the pancreas bile duct turns into more serious surgery.
Dad, Roy, says that after surgery they had her under sedation for almost the entire month of January.
They removed half her pancreas, part of her stomach, and some of her intestine.

A struggle with school. Concentrating, studying hard.

Summer 2012

Melanie’s mom’s health takes a turn for the worse. Hospice. Hospitalized.

Melanie takes the train from Burlington to Washington D.C.

On the train she calls Dr.D. She’s crying. He talks with her and prays for her over the phone.

She calls Dr.D. from the hospital room. “What would be good Bible passages to read to her?” “Psalm
23. And Jeremiah 29:11 says that God has a good and perfect plan for each of our lives.” And he prays
with her.

Her mom is on a ventilator and they have to make the decision to remove the ventilator.

Returning to Elon, Chris comes to live with her.

They eventually run into trouble with the landlord where they are living and have to move (___
Sept?_ ).

Melanie had enrolled in classes for the Fall semester. Her health failed and she was given a medical
withdrawal from classes.

December 2012

| don’t hear from Melanie until we find her in the hospital again on December 1%. She weighs only 80
pounds now. Among the things we talk about, | ask her where they are living and she gives me their new
address.

Melanie says two things to me:

“I don’t drink any more. They told me that if | take one more
drink, it will kill me.”

Chris told us later, in the CCU at the hospital a few weeks later, that she had stopped drinking in
November (2012). At the end of February (2013) she had just started in the acceptance process that starts
with group counseling to be on a liver transplant list at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Hospital.
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The other major thought she told me was:

“I could be the poster child for what not to do in college. - Don’t
drink alcohol. Don’t do drugs.”

| said, “You should write a book about that.” And she said, ‘Good idea.’

In the next two weeks, her kidneys would start to fail. She had been accepted at the Chapel Hill Open
Door Clinic and | took her for her appointment Dec 14™, I think. She was in a lot of pain. Her legs and
feet were swollen. She could hardly walk. At the clinic, | got her into a wheel chair and we got through
and in to see the doctor.

When they weighed her, she was 120 pounds. - That means she had gained 40 pounds in that two
weeks. That would mean it was primarily fluid from her kidneys and liver not working. - Medication to
stimulate her kidneys.

When we got back to her apartment, climbing the stairs to the second floor was a major feat for her —
both hands holding the railing and pulling herself up one step at a time. | had an arm around her to help. |
was almost going to try to pick her up and carry her, but thought ‘If I do that, we would BOTH probably
tumble down the stairs,” so | just helped to support and try to make sure she didn’t fall. It probably took
almost a full minute to go up the , maybe 16 steps.

By Christmas the diuretic medication had got her kidneys working and the fluid off and she was back
down to around 90 pounds.

Christmas Eve, Melanie and Chris come to the Christmas Eve service at church.

Melanie says to Marie, “This might be my last Christmas. I’m really sick.”

Marie says, trying to be encouraging, “But you’re getting better.”

Our Christmas Eve service is the singing of a couple Christmas carols and a communion service, the
“Lord’s Supper.”

Our pastor, Lawrence, always says the same, or similar things before communion. Among them is the
admonition from Paul (1 Corinthians 11:23-32) that if you are not a believer, a Christian, someone who
has not trusted in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins, you should not participate. — Verses 27-29 read:
Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of
sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the
bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord
eats and drinks judgment on himself. — He always says that parents should take the opportunity to tell
children who haven’t professed Jesus for themselves yet, they should be told not to take the bread and the
cup. And then when you get home, to take the opportunity to explain salvation to them.

When the bread and cups were passed, Melanie took them, indicating to me that she understood and
had accepted Jesus sacrifice as being for her and that she was a “believer.”

This was new for her. When she took the bread, and the cup, she asked Marie, “What do | do with it?”
Marie told her, “Wait just a minute and we’ll all eat it together.”

I was reminded of this on Maundy Thursday, March 28, 2013, before Good Friday when we had a
communion service. | remembered Christmas Eve and Melanie participating in communion that evening
and that Lawrence had said the same things he always says.

Christmas Day, Melanie and Chris join us for dinner. We “do it up fancy” in the dining room, the
fancy Lenox Christmas china, the red goblets, serving dishes and platters, the whole deal.
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Two of our other friends joined us for dinner, Greg and Anna. Something was said about dying, |
don’t remember what, and Anna quickly said, “Any of us could die at any time. | could get hit by a bus
tomorrow.”

Somehow the discussion at the table came around to the Biblical use of the word “adoption” and how
the Bible refers to believers in Jesus as having been adopted by God and how very important the process
of adopting a child was in the first century, in that culture and time. — An adopted child was to accept the
position and responsibility of the parents’ child. The child was then guaranteed their minimal fractional
portion of the inheritance. A natural child could be disinherited or the fraction altered. An adopted child
was guaranteed at least his appropriate fraction, maybe more. Hence the Bible talks about believers in
Jesus as “adopted” by God and receiving an “inheritance.”

Two conversations in December ...

(Conversation 1) Sometime during December. In my van, | can’t remember where | had taken her, |
said, “Melanie, you had said, ‘I want what you have.” What we have is peace and stability because
everything we have and are is built on one foundation. Our home, our marriage, everything is built on a
foundation of a faith in Jesus. If you want what we have, you have to start with Jesus. 1t’s all built on
that.”

(Conversation 2 as relayed in an email to the “Melanie Prayer Team)
12/29/2012 Dr.D.’s email update to the “prayer team” for Melanie:

I have good news... and bad news... and good news.

| went over to see “Lost Diamond” today to check out her car. She had called me on Thurs (?)
saying she had gone to Chapel Hill for an appointment and they sent her to the ER and drew fluid off her
tummy again; and they kept her overnight. In the morning “My car was awfully hard to start.”

| figured she had a bad battery that was put below par by the morning cold. (And | was a bit upset
with her for driving herself to Chapel Hill.) Well, her battery was just part of the problem. Her car ran
TERRIBLE! The battery was so weak that in just doing diagnostics and reading the codes from the
“check engine” light, the car wouldn’t start, wouldn’t go “click click click,” it would only go “click,
dead.”

I replaced her battery. - On to more diagnostics at the Toyota dealer. - Part good news; it appears to
only be the coil on one spark plug causing much of the rough running. That would cost $124 for the part;
not good news. - Then the BAD news, it has a blown head gasket and shouldn't be driven, period, except
in maybe a drastic emergency; certainly not 30 miles to the hospital at Chapel Hill and then back for
another 30. She will be dependent on others to get her there. Maybe her family can come up with $$ to
get the car fixed.

Back to their apartment... | sat down with her, told her what | had found about her car and [l can’t
wait, | have to be sure I’ve spelled it out with you, and] walked down “the Roman Road” with her.

“The Roman Road” to Salvation

Romans 3:10 (All Have Sinned)
As it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one;

Romans 3:23 (All Have Sinned)
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 5:12 (Sin's Penalty)
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Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this
way death came to all men, because all sinned.

Romans 6:23 (Sin's Penalty)
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in (through) Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Romans 5:8 (Christ Paid the Penalty)
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.

Romans 10:9,10 (Salvation through Faith)

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you
confess and are saved.

Romans 10:13 (Salvation through Faith) (Joel 2:32)
for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."

John 3:16 God so loved the world (that includes you) that he gave his one and only Son (Jesus),
that whoever believes in him shall not perish (Hell) but have eternal life (with God, Heaven).

- - - She said, “I've done that. | believe it.” - - - HURRAH!!! | told her, “Now we, you and | and

others I’ll tell that have been praying for you, that we KNOW where you will be 1,000 years from now,
and we can all go to lunch together then in Heaven.”

Her fiancé called and she was apologizing to him for not having gotten around to washing up the

dishes (full sink and counter). So I just rolled up my sleeves, empted the sinks, found the dish soap, and
started washing dishes, glasses, silverware, and pots and pans. This also gave up time to talk about

‘spiritual growth’ and “serving as Jesus leads and gives opportunities’ while she sat at the table. (She can’t
stand for more than about 10 minutes.)

So my GOOD NEWS is that | have been assured that we have a little sister. We’re both

adopted. I asked her, “Didn’t we have a conversation about what it means to be ‘adopted’ in Bible
times?” “Yes.” We parted by my saying “Bye, sis,” and she said “Bye, bro.”

I just HAD to pass this on to all ya’ll!!!

Rich
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